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EDITORIAL 


| jaca Ist January, 1954, Formula I will embrace 
unsupercharged cars of up to 2,500 c.c., and up to 
750 c.c. supercharged. This means that the B.R.M. has 
only three short seasons in which to prove its worth, 
and during this period its sponsors will have to be busy 
developing a machine for the next formula. Naturally, 
if the V-16 engine proves satisfactory, there is a strong 
argument to produce a 750 c.c. V-8! Whether or not 
an unsupercharged 24-litre car can be made to go faster 
than a blown 3-litre remains to be seen. After all, the 
famous o.h.c. Austin—an extremely heavy machine by 
today’s standards—never reached its ultimate develop- 
ment. The same was true of the R-type M.G. when the 
concern abandoned its racing programme. 


Undoubtedly most of the data relating to the late 
T. Murray Jamieson’s wonderful “Mighty Atoms” still 
exist, and there must be little that the experimental 
departments of the Austin Motor Co,, Ltd., and the 
M.G. Car Co., Ltd., do not know about supercharged 
"750s". Also the H.W.M. and Alta people are 
gathering valuable information on medium capacity, 
unsupercharged racing engines. 


Whichever way one looks at it, the next Formula I 
provides British automobile engineers with the chance of 
a lifetime—an opportunity that should be grasped with 
both hands! 


FORMULA 3 is im grave danger, Next October, the 
CS. meets to discuss the advisability of dropping 
the present 500 c.c. formula, and adopting one of 750 c.c. 
designed specifically to discourage cars using motor- 
cycle engines and transmissions. Apparently the C.S.I. 
does not care a “tinker’s cuss” for the cost of cars built 
to its formule, and in any case both France and Italy 
are reported to be disgruntled by the lack of suitable 500 
c.c. racing engines in both countries—M.V., Gilera and 
Guzzi are not readily available to car constructors! 
France has Renault, Panhard and Simca, whilst Italy has 
several “750s” developed for sports-car racing. 


It would be a frightful blow to $00 ce. enthusiasts if 
the present formula were to be abandoned; and this form 
of racing revert to a purely National status. 


We must do everything in our power to continue a 
class that supplies some of the best racing to be seen on 
any circuits. 


UR COVER PICTURI 


BOB GERARD: The E.R.A. exponent's reputation 
Fine sash coves one to ooeroeh te fact aad tee 
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- Pit and Paddock 


ExT week, John Bolster will deal with his recent road 
test of the DB2 Aston Martin. 


. * * 


Poe to organize a World’s Hill-Climb Champion- 
ship will be discussed by the C.S.I. towards the end of 
the season. 

. . . 


LSU oNstow nanrierr will probably co-drive with 
Roy Clarkson in a 2,3-litre Ferrari in the Tulip Rally, 
and also the “Alpine”. 

* . . 
Py_o2, (26th March) is expected to see the début of 


the new 14-litre, twin-o.h.c. Gordini-Simca. The 
C.T.A.-Talbot will not be ready. 


* . * 


RON JACKSON, and Francis Beart will shortly join 
forces to produce special bits and pieces for Norton 
engines. Formula 3 fraternity should be interested, 

* * * 


ECENT announcement that Castrol will move into 
premises formerly occupied by dress-designer Moly- 
neux, does not necessarily mean that mannequins will be 
retained to add glamour to the Grosvenor Street offices. 
* * . 


Frets has kicked up a shindy concerning his treat- 
ment in being forced off the Mercedes team. He has 
lodged an official protest against the Argentine A.C., 
with the Commission Sportive of the Italian A.C. 

. * . 


[E AG, Westeott (Plot), who did not complete the 

course in the “Boulogne-Dunkirk GP.” after the 

Monte Carlo Rally, would return the 2-gallon petrol 

can he borrowed, the Reece cousins would be more than 

delighted. 

RRA eRHeK, Alan Rippon, Austen May, Alan Brown 
and Eric Brandon (all Mark V Coopers) are amongst 

British 

May. In 


* . . 


HILIP FLOWER, that wonderful J2 Midget exponent of 
pre-war days, passengered John Jesty in the latter's 
Allard in the George Hartwell Trophy Trial last Sunday. 
Flower, despite not having the use of his legs, was one 
of the top-flight trials drivers of all time. He is con- 
templating giving the J2 an airing in the near future. 
* * * 


ETTY HAIG, with Barbara Marshall as navigator, will 

pilot a Mark If TD M.G. in the Paris-St. Raphael 
Rally, which starts on 27th February. Other noted 
entrants are: Mrs. Eleanor Allard (Allard), Mrs. 
Averil Scott-Moncrieff (Bugatti S.), Mrs. Nancy Mitchell 
(H.R.G.), and French specialists, Mesdames Roualt, 
Gordine and Simon (Simcas). 


JeVEENS took Ist, Sth, 10th and_ 16th places in the 
recent Stockholm Winter Trial. There were over 80 
entries for this important Swedish event, which was of 
500 kilometres, with a 50 k.p-h. average speed. Victor 
was Sven Servais, well-known Swedish competition 
driver. 

. * . 
Bez plan to go into production with the Type 100 

and a re-vamped, aerodynamic version of the Type 

ST, which will eventually be replaced by the Type 101 
(1,600-1,700 c.c., 4-cylinder, supercharged). The “100” 
is also a “four”: has twin-o.h.c., 3.3-litres, about 170 
b.hp., and a S-speed gearbox. 

. 


1G B.R.D.C.-Daily Express Silverstone International 

meeting on Sth May, includes a 500 c.c, event, a 
couple of One Hour Production Car races, and the Inter- 
national Trophy race (two heats and a final). Tickets 
can be obtained from the Daily Express Trophy Offices. 
Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 


Gg2"900 on 26th March isan all racing car mecting. 
Events are:—The Earl of March Trophy (500 c.c.), 
Lavant Cup (1,000 c.c. § and 2,000 c.c. U/S), Chichester 
Cup (Formule Libre). Richmond Trophy (Formula 1) 
and Easter Handicaps. Alll races are five laps, with the 
exception of the Richmond Trophy, which is 12 laps. 
Racing starts at 1.30 p.m. Book now from the B.AR.C., 
55 Park Lane, London, W.1 (Grosvenor 4471-2). 


. * . 


JiceE MASTERS would like to correct impressions that 
the dates of the 1951 M.C.C, 1,000 Miles Rally have 
yet to be fixed. This important event will take place 
from 6th to 10th November, and is so listed in the 
R.AC. National Calendar. 


. * . 


RovAt suow: The King and Queen have consented 
to be patrons, and Princess Elizabeth and the Duke 
of Edinburgh vice-patrons, of the Cycle and Motor-cycle 
Show at Earls Court, from 10th to 17th November, 
1951. Incidentally, there will be no Scottish Motor 
Show this year. 

* . + 


wsTOMERS for the M.C.C. Land’s End Trial on Easter 

week-end might be interested to learn’ that West 
Cornwall M.C. is staging another of those popular 
Trengwainton hill-climbs on Easter Monday. Invited 
clubs are Bristol, Plymouth, N.-W. London, W. Hants 
and Dorset, W. of England, Vintage and Cornwall 
Vintage. 


* . . 


HICHEVER way you look at it, Easter will be the 

busiest motor-sporting period of the year, with the 
Circuit of Ireland, Highland Three Days and Land’s End 
trials, and racing at Brough, Gamston and Goodwood, 
to say nothing about many local club events. 


More and more, drivers of the oppo 


Here is Miss Elizabeth Stone, in t 


Maidstone and Mid-Kent M.C.'s recent Tyrwhitt-Drake Trophy 


te sex are becoming trials-minded. 
Richards Austin-Ford, during the 
Trial. 


FERRARI VANQUISHES MERCEDES 


Gonzales Wins Peron Cup 


HE first of the Argentinian races, 

the Buenos Aires G.P. I for the 
President Peron Cup was run last 
Sunday over 45 laps of a 2.19 mile 
circuit. It resulted in a win for the 
Argentine Scuderia's supercharged 
24-litre Ferrari driven by Froilan 
Gonzales, who finished 17.1 secs. 
ahead of Hermann Lang's 3-litre 
supercharged Mercedes-Benz, first of 
the team which journeyed especially 
to South America for the formule 
libre races. Juan Manuel Fangio 
(Mercedes) was third. 

During practice the German cars 
proved fastest, Lang returning a lap 
time of 2 mins. 3.4 secs. (approx. 
63 m.p.h.) during the first session, 
and Fangio clocking 2 mins. 8 secs 


B.R.D.C. Lo.M. RACES 


Empire Trophy for Sports Cars 

N 14th June, the B.R.D.C.’s 

British Empire Trophy race will 
be for sports cars, instead of For- 
mula I type machines as in previous 
years. The event (approximately 
120 miles) will be run on the difficult 
Douglas circuit, Sports cars of any 
capacity are eligible, provided they 
conform to the Le Mans style of 
regulations. The Manx Cup Race 
(approx. 70 miles) will be for racing 
cars of any capacity, with special 
awards for machines of up to 1,100 
ce. (S) and 2}-litres (U/S). 


during the second. The three Tal- 
bots which were successful in the 
earlier Argentine 500 miles race did 
not run, being already on their way 
back to France, and opposition to 
the Mercedes and the 2}-litre 
Ferrari consisted of Galvez’s 2-litre 
Ferrari, Bucci’s 44-litre Alfa 
Romeo, minus supercharger, two 
other Alfas, a Simca and several 
1,500 c.c. Maserati. 


Provisional Results 


45 laps—Approx. 98.4 miles 
1, F. Gonzales (Ferrari 2,500 c.c, S), 1 
. 35 mins. 18.2 secs. 
H. Lang (Mercedes-Benz 3,000 cc. 
'S), 1 hr. 35 mins. 35.3 secs. 

3, J. M, Fangio (Mercedes-Benz 3,000 
ce, S$). 1 hr, 36 mins. 10.4 secs, 


500 M.R.C.L’s AIRFIELD RACES 
Possibility of 500 c.c. Scratch Event 


Tit regulations for the first Irish 
speed event of the coming season, 
the 500 M.R.C.L meeting at New- 
townards Airfield,Co. Down, on 17th 
March, contain a pleasant surprise. 
Permission has been received from 
the R.A.C. to hold a 500 cc. scratch 
event in addition to the scratch race 
for all comers, and the handicap 
races for saloon and sports cars, 
provided that at least six entries are 
received. As the whole of Ireland 
contains only half that number of 
half-litre cars, the club is dependent 


SPORTS— 
NEWS 


on support from across the water, 
but as the one mile, 678 yards-long 
airfield circuit is an excellent one, 
they hope that English and Scottish 
500 c.c. fans will take this oppor- 
tunity of testing their cars early in 
the season. In the event of the can- 
cellation of this race, entry fees will 
be refunded. 

An innovation is the R.A.C.'s 
new rule that goggles must be worn 
if a laminated glass windscreen is 
not fitted, while windscreens of any 
other material must be removed or 
folded flat, and the wearing of 
crash helmets is recommended. En- 
trants for the saloon race should 
note that the regulation rear mirror 
area is 80 sq. cms., which is rather 
more than that of most standard 
mirrors. The event is a closed in- 
vitation one, invited clubs being the 
Ulster A.C., the North of Ireland 
M.C., the Mid-Antrim M.C., the 
Newry and District M.C., the Irish 
M.R.C., the Knock M.CC., the 
Omagh and District M.C., and the 
Half-Litre Club of England. The 
closing date for entries is 3rd 
March, at £1 1s. for members of the 
organizing club and £1 10s, for 
others, per event. The regulations 
are now available from the Hon. 
Secretary, J. L. Stirling, 9/11 Mill 
Street, Ballymena, Co. Antrim. 

To assist cross-Channel competi- 
tors as much as possible, scrutineer- 
ing and practising will both take 
place at Newtownards on the morn- 
ing of the meeting. A good atten- 
dance of spectators is expected, 17th 
March being, of course, St. Patrick’s 
Day, and a public holiday in Ireland. 


MGC. 


-C. (IRISH CENTRE) 
“EXPERTS” 


Provisional Results 


Premier Award: C. P. Murray (3,662 
V-8 Special). 


First-Class Awards: Cecil _Akinson 
(1250 TC M.G), J Bell (933 Ford 
Special), Young (1.250 TD 


G). b. Octery (1230 TD MG). 

Second-Class Awards: Victor Ross 
(1.250 TD M.G. 1. Cavrill (Riley 
Special), N. McGuire (1,250 TC M. 
Ceci (1250 TD MG). 

Full report and pictures will appear in 
next week's issue. 


OLD STAGERS : (Above) A. J. Horne’s 

Morris Cowley on the weighbridge at 

the start of the Hartwell Trophy Trial. 

(Right) Pauline Jesty’s Bayliss-Thomas, 
also at the “weighing-in” 


Let Sunday’s Hartwell Trophy 
Trial, organized by W. Hants and 
Dorset C.C. in the Wareham-Wey- 
mouth area, saw 44 club members 
present themselves for the much- 
discussed weight distribution for- 
mula, devised by John Jesty. At the 
time of going to press, the slide-rule 
boffins had not quite worked out 
the results, but, irrespective of the 
w.df., Arthur Mallock (1,181 Austin 
S.) appeared to be the outstanding 
performer. While the average time 
for the slow hill-climb at Troy Farm 
was under 2 mins., Arthur crawled 
up to return S.T.D., in 4 mins., 


The JESTY 
EXPERIMENT 


Novel “Weight Distribution For- 

mula” Attracts Many Standard Cars 

in W. Hants and Dorset M.C. Club 
Event. 


8 secs—a remarkable performance 
on a steep, 150 yards gradient. 

The only hills that caused trouble 
were the muddy and grassy acclivi- 
ties known as Roke Major and Roke 
Minor; only about six of the entry 
were successful on both. 


(Above) M. C, Parrott's Buckler making 
a successful climb on Roke Major. 
(Left) B. S. Poole's Belsize awaiting its 
turn to start the slow hill-climb at 

Troy Farm. 
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A feature of the “Hartwell” was 
the number of standard motor-cars 


outing, and L. J. Wade entered his 
Ford 8-powered Fiat Mouse. 

Doubtful honour of F.T.D. in the 
slow hill-climb apparently went to 
J. Macklin (Allard). 


. . . 
BLIZZARD-BOUND 
LOTHIAN TRIAL 
Only Six Entrants Start 
Amaina blizzard last Sunday al- 
most put a stop to the Lothian 
CC. Trial, and only half a dozen 
folk managed to reach the start at 
Fairmilehead. No one would have 
blamed Secretary Malcolm Smith if 
he had decided to scrub the event. 
After the heroic six reached the 
third observed hill, the first of the 
latecomers arrived at the start. 

The course was laid out on W-D. 
territory at Dreghorn. Everyone 
had to get up the first hill, for be- 
yond it lay the remaining 13. Bill 


Lamb (Ford 10 Spl.) 
stopped farther up; Archie Wallace 
ord 10 Spl.) did, however, reach 
the top, an example that was fol- 
lowed by Peter lall (Dellow). 
George (Speedy) Hendry (Watson) 
stopped a few feet from the top. 
Both the last-named figured in the 
provisional results. 


“Monte” Members Honoured 
'URNESS District M.C. held a most 
‘successful dance in the Farmers’ 
‘Arms, Lowick, on 17th February, to 
celebrate the’ Monte Carlo Rally 
successes of members Bill Robinson 
upiter), Jack and Peter Reece 
(Ford Anglia) and Les (Youngest 
Member) Odell (Javelin). 
Vice-Presidents J. Towers Leck 
and R. C. Brown did the necessary 
honours in the unavoidable absence 


AUTOSPORT 


of President Thurston Ireland. Mrs. 
Leck presented Bill Robinson with 
an inscribed stop-watch, and the 
Reece cousins with propelling on 
cils. were brief, but 
Jackie Reece was “bullied” into a 


RILEY M.C. (LONDON CENTRE) 
WINTER RALLY 


The R. James Chatenge Cup (Best 

Eettormance Open Car): Captain J. G, 
le. 

The R. C. Porter Challenge Cup (Best 

performance Closed Car): A. P. Warren. 


Challenge Cup (Best 
Berformance by a “Novice”: DE 
nme Life” 
pe 
SPV. lewis (1934°9 hap SO oe 
pettomanee oy a lady): Mrs. O. I. 


ee Anat ED. tridge, 
A. E. Williamson, W. L » LS 


Kent, EB. J. Pavitt, J. Williamson, A. 


Farrar. 

Awards: F. T. C, Gibson, 

HM. Yeats, HE. Brand, P. H. Spring. 
J. 0, Hadley, Capt. L, Murray, J. 

our. 

heads: CA. Pike, EA 
Thomas, Lange, L.A, Coaker, N. 

Duke NAS. Manin 8. ¢. Hughes 


. . . 


THAT RICH AROMA 

‘An Improved Castrol “R” 

C. WAKEFIELD announce an im- 

+ proved form of the famous 
Castrol “R” oil, in which the = 
herent gum-forming tendencies of 
castor-base racing lubricants have 
been successfully combated _by 
means of patented additives. The 

new “R” has been rigorously tested 
in punts and on the road and 
race track, results showing remark- 
able engine cleanliness and all-round 
improvements. The oil is now 
darker in colour, but race circuit 
“Bisto kids” will be delighted to 
learn that the rich and characteristic 
“R” aroma remains. 

. . . 
MIDLAND M.G. SLEUTHING 
tT event styled ition 
Sleuth” was successfully run "oft 

by the Midland Centre of the M.G. 
Car Club on the Ith February, 
and although the weather struck a 
new low level (Clee Hill competitors 
will Spek. 31 starters materialized 
out of an entry of 33. Eight of 
these fell by the wayside, and of the 
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remainder, the most successful was 
R. G. Hughes, who completed all 
his sleuthing with a total loss of 110 
marks. This may sound a lot, but 
Plesy of poop ‘of people lost over 300! B. 

acted as crew in the suc- 
cessful car, and took the passenger's 
prize. Next was J. Guyver, with 
132 marks lost. Competition be- 
tween these two was pretty tight, as 
Guyver was best on the first two 
sections, and they were equal on the 
third. It was the fourth and last 
which decided the day, Hughes 
managing without penalty, whereas 
the runner-up forfeited $7 points. 
In spite of dreadful conditions, the 
general verdict was that everyone 
had had an enjoyable day, 


. . . 
(CAMBRIDGE U.A.C. MINIATURE 
“MONTE” 


Results 

Best Performance: P, Riley (1,200 
Austin), 11 marks lost. 

De Rothschild Cup: Lord Stafford 
(2,199 Austin), 46. 

Clas “A”' Award (1,100 cc): P. 
Broadbent (1,074 Singer), $1, 

Class 2,000 c«): D. 
Piggot (1280 TD MG), 103 

Gin =C" Award 


Tasker (Welscey) Frazer "Gavel 
Jenninson 


Jowett Gavan, oy Grin FO Mi MG.) Goand 
Lithesland (TC 


Report and sone in next week's 


Isi-Class Awards: Nisbet (Ford at 


. . . 


SIGNPOST HUNT 

' 24th February the Sheffield 

‘and Hallamshire Motor Club 
have a Signpost Hunt, starting from 
the Devonshire Arms, Baslow, at 
6.30 p.m. This is the evening be- 
fore the N.M.M.C.’s_ Kitching 
Trophy Trial in that same area. 
People who are sure they've quite 
finished tuning their motors, may 
feel like having a look. 


. * . 
‘THIS WEEK-END’S BROWETT 
TROPHY TRIAL 


T= Browett Trophy Trial, 
organized by the Leics C.C., will 
be run on 25th February over a 
sporting course of approximately 30 
miles, starting at 12 o'clock from 
Browetts Garage, Dover Street, 
Leicester. The event will be run as 
a conducted tour, competitors pro- 
ceeding en bloc under the super- 
vision of marshals. 
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Ulster A.C. Winter Trial 


Chris. Lindsay Makes Best Performance 


rrHouT a doubt, a_ special 

glittering trophy should have 
been purchased and forthwith 
Presented to the officials who stuck 
grimly to their posts during the 
U.A.C’’s trial on 17th February, de- 
spite a howling blizzard which raged 
for half the duration of the event. 
The 30 competitors were much 
better off, for this was the first event 
in the series for the new Saloon- 
Drivers’ Trophy, presented by J. W. 
Haughton, and many chose to drive 
closed cars. At the start on Stran- 
millis Embankment, however, the 
sun shone brightly, and the sporting 
types were blissfully unaware of 
what was in store for them. 

The observed section, rejoicing in 
the name of Ballydownfine Hill, was 
the usual glutinous mixture of mud 
and rocks, best attacked by the 
judicious use of low revs. Only five 
managed the full distance. namely, 
W. T. Todd (Humber Sp.), Jim 
Hyde, driving Ulster’s only Dellow 
in his first trial, C. F. C. Lindsay 


(Above) R. J. Adams (Sunbeam-Talbot), winner of the 

saloon class on Ballydownfine in the Ulster ACs 
Winter Trial. 

(Right) Novice award winner, J. A. Hyde, 


Ireland's only Dellow 


on the same hill 


(Ford Sp.), Garnett Wolseley (Wol- 
seley Sports), and the indefatigable 
Roger McBurney in his nonpareil 
Singer saloon. N.LM.C. expert 
Trevor Spence made a smoke-screen 
with the back tyres of his Ford 
Anglia, refusing to admit that he was 
beaten, until he seemed likely to 
complete the climb on the bare 
spokes. J. H. Shiells took a similar 
car commendably near the top with 
so little fuss that a spectator swore 
it must be fitted with a Ten engine. 

Maps were brought out to aid in 
reaching the next control, where @ 
combined braking/acceleration and 
reversing test was staged on a nar- 
row bumpy lane. Todd put up best 
time, closely followed by C. E. Robb 
(H.R.G,) in a red woolly hat, and 
H. L. S. Jefferson in a red MG. 
Just to prove that the test was diffi- 
cult (as indeed it was), Tony Camp- 
bell reversed his M.G. into a ditch. 
After that the field proceeded to the 
bleak, wild land of Dundrod, where 
three frozen officials presided over 
another test near 
Nutt’s Corner 
Aerodrome. Life 
was a good deal 


in Northern 


easier for the early starters, although 
W. M. D. Montgomery (Austin) flat- 
tened a couple of hurdles, because 
it was here that the snow com- 
menced, and in an astonishingly 
short time carpeted the ground quite 
thickly, while visibility “reached a 
new low”. Lindsay again made 
the best performance, with Derek 
Johnston (M.G.) and Robb close be- 
hind, and C. W. Eyre-Maunsell an 
extremely good third in a Hillman 
Minx Saloon. 

Lindsay again proved best in the 
“crossroads” test, with Trevor 
Spence an excellent second in the 
Anglia. Officials were surprised to 
see Wilbert Todd stop dead in the 
midst of the test, and even more so 
when he pulled out his route sheet 
and studied it closely before pro- 
ceeding! 

PROVISIONAL RESULTS 

Premier Award: C. F. C, Lindsay 
(Ford Sp.), 114% marks lost. 

Second: H. L. S. Jefferson (M.G.), 


139%) 


135) marks lost 
Third: C, E. Robb (H.R.G), 
marks lost 
Saloon: R, J, Adams (Sunbeam: 
Talbot), 157 marks lost, 
Best Novice: J, A. Hyde (Dellow), 
142 marks lost 
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Peterborough M.C.’s Strenuous Night Rally 


Robinson (Austin) Outright Winners 


Madgwick and 


Tit, Peterborough MC. Night 
Navigational Rally, starting and 
finishing at the Fountain, near 
Bletchley, took place on the night of 
17/18th February against a back- 
‘of frost’ and high winds, 

wing some days of almost con- 
tinuous rain. A picturesque and 
well-devised route, arranged in a 
circle of about 110 miles round 
Buckingham, had been planned to 
cover only roads suitable for the 
ordinary car but, as most control 
points entailed a good deal of cross- 
country walking (and this in the 
main nearer the vertical than the 
horizontal), competitors found them- 
selves wondering whether they had 
inadvertently strayed into a Com- 
mando course. Indeed, one was 
heard to assert, after nine running 
hours of which the car's share was 
no more than four, his conviction 
that carrying the Olympic Torch 
would prove, relatively, a rest cure. 

Of 42 entries from the ie | 
and invited clubs (the Hants 
Berks, Leicestershire, Northam 
Nottingham, Sporting Owner 
ers’, Sunbac and Vintage Sports-Car) 
there were only three non-starters. 
The 10 control points were indicated 
on the Route Card by the usual six- 
figure map references, and clues 
were given in the shape of play, film, 
song or book titles. 

Near Bicester a derelict cottage by 
the roadside housed “The Three 
Musketeers”, snugly established on 
the first floor at the top of a tumble- 
down staircase. Less easily dis- 


covered was “Katie's”, a cowshed in 
a fold of the ground on Quainton 

Hill, approached by half-a-mile of 
wet Les ‘Competitors were re- 
warded by the spectacle of three, 
apparently non-inflammable, mar- 
shals, each keeping warm astride a 
hurricane lantern. The malicious 
hung around awaiting combustion, 
but in vain. 

“Journey's End” was located in a 
shelter on the fringe of a very damp 
aerodrome west of — Leighton 
Buzzard. Even damper was the 
point called “Long John Silver”. 
This was found to be in the middle 
of a lake near Little Brickhill, where 
the observant competitor, after a lap 
or two round the shores, discovered 
a rope which, when pulled, produced 
a skiff from an island where the 
control was hidden. One of J. T. 
Knight's crew, disembarking pre- 
maturely, got a drenching and spent 
the rest of the event confined to the 
car, trouserless, 

On Apsley Heath the road goes 
through a cutting and “The Trail of 
the Lonesome Pine” was to be found 
on the top after a vertical climb 
likely to cause vertigo in a moun- 
tain goat. “Digby's Walk”—a local 
name with Roundhead associations 
—provided both a skeleton and a 
password in a tunnel under the road. 
‘The marshals were hidden in a boat- 
house nearby and it was here that 
B. Harris stepped off into three feet 
of water, thus becoming a little 
wetter, but much cleaner, than the 
average competitor. 


Near Tiffield a sharp declivity on 
the (by now customary) wet hillside 
concealed an pera called 
close to the vil- 


of the Mountains” was reached 
a full mile of really heavy walking. 
‘And they say we are a decadent 
nation! 

‘A van parked by the roadside 
near Finmere contained the 


outright (“comfortably” being per- 
haps an inappropriate adverb) by the 
team which recently won the B.O.C. 
Welsh Rally—E. J. G. Madgwick. 
and navigator N. L. Robinson. 


PROVISIONAL RESULTS 


m (for, best member 
of Promoting H. Pinder, 
Singer (Petertors MC) Wés marks Tost 
Navigator: Dr, Seich—Spectal Award. 


Awards. D. Groom, Lea- 
Francia (N'pron M.C) 285 marks lost 
S. Sedj Bentley (V.S.C.C) 285 
marks lost.’ M. H. Dorr, Fiat 500 
{N'pton M.C) 292 marks lost. J. T. 
Knight, Ford Prefect (H. & B. M.C,) 
300 marks lost. 


A Wintry B.U.M.C. Event 


WATER was the keynote of the 
Winter Trial run by the Bir- 
mingham Watversity senigit Club ech cn 


snow fell all day, in ragged 
was the irrigation that good sticky 
mud became so thinned out that 
conditions were eased for the later 
numbers. Water splashes on the 
other hand, rose painfully, one of 
them gaining 10 inches in an hour. 


When the two foot six mark was 
the section was closed, 
though one crew remarked “I don't 
mind wet pants, but the squelch 
takes all the force out of a good 
hard bounce”. Anyhow, 16 out of 
20 found their way to the finish, 
where after tea, the results were 
announced. 
Alec Wilson in his 14-litre Leaf- 
engined Vauxhall had a clean sheet 


and was also quickest on “The 
Downhill and Back” list. S$. Leach, 
forsaking his 700 c.c. Vernon-Derby 
for a J2 MG., lost four marks, and 
B. S. March (750 c.c, Austin) lost 
five. It was felt, however, that the 
honours of the day went to the mar- 
shals, who seemed to get even wetter 
than the competitors, and whose 
sole reward was the mortification of 
the flesh. A debt of gratitude is 
also acknowledged to the City of 
Birmingham Police. who were not- 
ably helpful. 
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The Overhead Camshaft M.G.s 


by Philip H. Smith, A.M.LMech.E. 


Gare: with our description of work on the S.U. 
carburetters, it has already been stated that it 

the needle, dashpot and piston all correct, sticking is 
still experienced, steps must be taken to centralize the 
jet, as this must evidently be e fouling the needle. It will 
be obvious that when the needle is well home in the 
jet, there is very little clearance. Any contact, apart 
from causing undesirable sluggishness in operation, will 
cause rapid wear of jet and needle, There is no 

lar difficulty about poecee to the well-being of the 


boston 


‘cansyaerran sor — 


S.U, carburetter: dashpot components and jet assembly 


stant use of the mixture control has caused any ridging 
on the outside of the jet barrel. 


It this is present to any marked degree, a new jet 


carborundum 


outside 

Gorpead bis tc be eattiemes oni pieeta bc i 

pulled down by the mixture control. So many S.U. 
are to be seen with a minute “drip” at the 

base of the jet, that it is considered advisable to stress 

this The “drip”, in other words, can be con- 

as definitely non-standard! 


Assembling the Jet Block 


bting Go now oalig washers it is easy to 
jieces which com- 


ake 
jeter 1s aboot central st wt the 
cae: ich actually bear against the outside 
ition; a smear of oil on the 


are free on the 


ints. make allowances for the fact that new washers are 
in. If the jet is still not central, or if in doubt about 
any other point, dismantle and try again. As stated 
earlier, the job is not dificult, but there are quite a lot 
of bits. However, reference to the diagram with the 
unit on the bench, should make all clear. 


The Float Chamber Assembly 

The float chamber assembly is quite straightforward, 
the filter and needle valve being housed in the lid. If 
the filter is damaged or missing, fit a new one. Like- 
wise, the needle valve and seating are readily detach- 
able; the needle is prone to shoulder after about 25,000 
miles, and although the fault shows up when idling 
(enriching of the mixture due to ling being apparent) 
it should not be tolerated, and a new needle plus seating 
is indicated. This needle valve will “hold” indefinitely 
against the fuel from the standard SU. pres- 
sure pump, and if the pump clicks when the engine is 
stationary, and there are no pipe leaks, suspect the 
needle valve, and remedy matters The float locates 


of the chamber. Make sure this rod is tight in its 
tapped hole. The fuel level is adjusted by judicious 
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ROD ASSEMBLY 
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Layout diagram of twin S.U. carburetters. 


bending of the toggle actuating the needle valve, but, ‘The Later Damped-Type $.U. 
of course, this operation will be carried out during the 
final tuning under running conditions. 

This completes work on the carburetters; the only final 
word is that when reassembling, remember that the 
instruments are made largely of alloy, and easily dis- 
torted, and that threads can be stripped by too hearty 
tightening. In particular, watch these points when re- 
fitting the two dashpot screws; see that the dashpot is 
seating properly on its register, and tighten the screws 
equally and moderately. After refitting the carburetters postible to obtain 
on the induction pipe, examine the action of the two AD COUT IeE 
throttles and their interconnecting spring coupling. Spe: 

See that there is a throttle-stop screw on each instru- de of oil for use in the damper is 
ment, and that both are operating with their respective Castrolite, or Essolube 20. 

throtiles in the same position. Then adjust the coupling ; 
accordingly. To be continued. 
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“Flat Four” 


and six gallons per minute are 
delivered at 75 Ib. sq. in. The 
caly. other auxiliary drive is to an 
AC. air pump, which pressurizes the 
Epis 2} Ib. sq. in. aka 

totype, an 

duction engines, will have modified 
Steyr cylinder heads. These are of 
aluminium alloy, and have iron ex- 
haust seat inserts. The inlet valve 
diameter is 1.85 ins. and exhaust 
1.45 ins., with helical springs. 


Novel “Swing” Valve 


The second prototype, and later 
production units, will have an en- 
tirely new head of Butterworth’s own 
design, which is of absorbing inter- 
est. The itself will be of 


diameter, and by 
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which is so entirely unconventional. 


ie 
to @ vestigial remnant, which fits 
into a hoe in oats the rocker, 
and is in nut. 
fulcrum of the rocker is i 
pocket in the side of the i 
The diameter of this “swing 
valye” is 14 ins it opens through an 


parison. 
_It is always difficult to obtain a 
compression ratio when the 
stroke-bore figure is less than unity. 
Archie achieves this in a rather in- 


235 


genious manner, of which I will now 
attempt to paint a word-picture. 
First of all, he uses a hemisphere 
that would appear to appertain to 
a considerably smaller bore than is 
in fact used. ie then fetches up the 
centre of his piston crown so that, 
around T.D.C., the area adjacent to 
the sparking plug shall be of narrow 
cross-sectional area. The object is 
to start the flame off slowly, thus 
inhibiting roughness of running, and 
then let it really get going as it radi- 
ates outwards. As the head is smal- 
ler than the piston, there is a final 
section of small clearance, and it is 
intended that this shall act as a 
3 ch_area”. The compression 
roe is 13.6 to 1. 

beds he of the engine itself, 
ignoring nine-inch Borg and 
Beck clutch at one end and the 
Lucas magneto at the other, is only 
15.2 ins. The overall width is 32 ins. 


(Continued on page 237) 


of some 
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Northern Lights 


THE MYSTERIOUS PRIEST—DIGNE DISASTER—NORTH COUNTRY “500” DRIVERS—CLUB 
BOTHERS—SHAP GEN—FLIPPERS. 


tter 

Ageiies dt tata te 
fotor Club” into + 

week, a letter arrived raaeos 

day of the issue dated November, 

postmark of the 29th October of that year! 

to time, one sees in the Press a note to the effect that a 


the etl eas 

As a matter of history, the Cert ene of potting! a 
ticular issue was a photograph of funt 
beige ty eng lalla 
far behind the back axle. From the quotation under- 
neath the phot —“To what green altar O 
mysterious priest, it thou that heifer, lowing at the 
sky?", the good- Set and enterprising Hunt was 
known as the Mysterious Priest from that time until his 
departure overseas. 

. . . 


ORTHERN LIGHTS” exchanged yarns over a pot of 

tea with Colonel Jimmy Finigan after the latter's 
return from the Monte Carlo R: His ae told 
with a self-reproach that would at bascene certain 
others, illustrates very clearly the narrowness of the 
dividing line between success and failure in the Monte 
and top-line events. The Wolseley went like a 
bomb, and was found to be a great improvement on 
previous models, especially in the gear changing depart- 
ment. No trouble was experienced, and a “first 50” 
qualification was duly earned on ‘the braking and 
acceleration test. The omens would have seemed good 
but for one fatal slip. What a huge BUT for such a 
tiny error. Owing to crew exhaustion, they had checked 
in three minutes too early at Digne. That sounds a 
stupid thing to do, but perhaps you've never looked at a 
watch and been too tired to harness your mind to the 
necessary task age working out what time it was? 


. . * 


WitHo0r ill-will of any kind, and merely as part of 
the attempt to reflect the Northern scene, I think it 
fair to report a tendency among North country “S00” 
drivers to limit their activities to Northern tracks during 
the forthcoming season, in view of the unhappy (to use 
a gentle word) state of relations with the South. Let us 

not be childish, and let us remember that this is not 
Korea. It would be a great pity if the magnificent 


racing at such places as Brands Hatch were to suffer 
the absence of even one Northern ace. In order to 
Papeete Oe 
the detriment of everybody, I suggest that our Southern 
friends have a look in their mental cupboards and see if 
they are satisfied that Northern drivers have really had 
a fair deal. 
Mind you, if it comes to a shootin’ war, we can always 
come down in force and whack the pants off you! 


J nd cndperp tes es apt al 
tear their hair the 

It is followed by a 
committees wonder what to do with people who have 
been, members in the past, but have not yet paid 
up. third stage is reached about June, when indig- 
nant ex-members start complaining that they “never hear 
a word now from their favourite club”. 

The situation is really more complicated than it seems. 
Some subscriptions run from year end to year end. 
Others go from date of joining to anniversary, and yet 
others are short-term memberships, generally to cover 
a single event. Again, one sometimes ae banker's 
order, and later, having forgotten all it it, sends 
along a cheque or even.cash, which the unfortunate 
treasurer has to turn round and send back again. 

It may be that there are too many clubs, and it may 
ot ee ee more of them than 


he can ever support. the calendar 
is Tike a Rhineland ‘marshalling yard after a dirty 
night. 


Be that as it may, whether we have joined a lot of 
clubs or only one or two, let's forthwith do the decent 
thing and put the hon. treasurer(s) out of his/their agony. 
Lowry boy, have you done that thing? . . . .Well, not 
exactly, but T promise I will tomorrow. 


REDIT where credit is due. Travellers towards the 

North at this time of the year often have reason to be 
worried about the state of Shap, which, for all its 
innocence in summer, can be a ig in winter. 
British Road Services have a window looking out on the 
main square of Lancaster, to which is fitted a roller 
blind. On this blind appears the legend “Shap clear; 
Shap icy: blocked"”—or whatever, and the traveller can 
judge whether or not he should take the longer but lower 
road over Dunmail Raise. Delightfully simple, and 
works like a charm. In recent weeks, the notice has 
generally been “Blocked” or “Icy”, and even when 
described as “Clear”, conditions have been quite exciting. 
Hundreds of tons of cinders must have been dumped on 
the hill, and these have washed into gulleys and ridges, 
reminiscent of a minor observed section. The top is 
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eee with several inches of dirt 
opped about by bulldozers, an 
pessoas 
Incidentally, the cut in the road-maintenance pro- 
gramme is beginning to bear bitter fruit. ice oa 
snow are breaking up the once admirable surface of A.6 
and deep potholes, such as one has not seen on main 
roads for a quarter of a century, are now making them- 
selves felt in more ways than one. 'Ah welll portape ia 
a year or two, Shap really will become an 
section again, 


ice which has 
makes uncom- 


oe electric flippers, or more eb trafficators, 
‘seem to me to rank among our less use 
One can fees fare that they have come up, even 
less often that ive gone down \, an ly 
Sree bat ake tooeean ee Gacy aeacbad other 
drivers. During a recent run of 200 odd miles, I counted 
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11 flippers which had been left in the up position, and 
were announcing turnings that the drivers concerned 


150 miles, representing one every dozen miles or so! 


. . . 


Most ambitious clubs these days are producing a 


It is only saree ae, et 
per iciern pean erect cod paper. 
wil 


improvement to suggest. 
Gale Warning”. 


Dublin Honours Vard and Crew 


other two Irish entrants, N. 


A, MOST, Successful dinner was 
given at the Royal Hibernian 
Hotel, Dublin, on 7th February, to 
welcome the return of Cecil Vard 
and his crew from their successful 
Shiva 

ich they gained thir 

The dinner was organized by the 
M.G. Car Club (Southern "irish 
Centre) with the backing of many 
other Irish clubs and the voluntary 
support of between two and three 
hundred Irish motoring ———_ 
who attended the function. 
was the enthusiasm with which the 
success was received that some 
Irish sportsmen travelled over 150 
miles from Northern Ireland to 
attend the dinner and congratulate 
the crew, 

Guests included Mrs. O'Connor 


Cox, who provided the Mark V 
Jaguar used b De varied air coe, 
Major R. D. Greer, the secretary of 


the Royal Irish Automobile Club, 
and the Deputy Lord Mayor of 
Dublin. Many fine speeches were 
made by the crew themselves and 
other well-known Irish motoring 

personalities. His W 


success for Ireland as it was the first 
time an Irish-entered car had met 
with real success in an Inter- 
national event of importance out- 
side Eire itself. A short but ex- 
cellent resumé of their experiences 
in the rally was given by Doctor 
Jackson, chief navigator of the 


team and, as a token of their grati- 
tude to Mrs. Cox for providing 
them ‘with the cat, the cre 

ted her with one of the rally 
plates from the car in a floral 
surround. 


Sree pp eee et 
“tokens appreciation” 
“Chick” Weston of the Dublin and 


locally as “Drunk and Dis- 
ys”), Vent (No. 1 driver) was 
handed a mysterious package which 
turned out to contain a very broken 
spring steering wheel, “Bill” Young 
(No. 2 driver) a very bent gear lever 
(this in reference to some local joke 
in connection with his competition 
motoring in the past!), Doc. Jack- 
son (chief navigator and who had 
been described in the local Press as 
the Chronometer Expert!) _re- 
ceived a very battered alarm clock 
and Arthur Jolly (second navigator 
and, according to rest of crew, 

keeper-upperer of spirit 


room map of the world of the roller 
type. (“To see if he could show 
those present assembled just where 
they were on THAT one!”) 

The enthusiasm with which Irish 
motoring enthusiasts received this 
crew on their return and with which 
all Irish motorists watched the for- 
tunes of Vard and Co. and the 


in the future. AO "B. 


The A.J.B. “Flat-Four”—contd. 


From the bottom of the sump to the 
top of the timing covers is 16} ins. 

but the four down-draught ‘Amai 
T.T. carburetters will roject an inch 
or two above this hei 

It will be seen from these dimen- 
sions that the virtue of compactness, 
inherent in the flat-four layout, has 
been fully exploited. It is estimated 
that the weight will be circa 180 lb. 
and that, after development of the 
new head, one horsepower per pound 
will not be beyond the bounds of 
possibility. Such a figure would at 
‘once permit the production of a 
Formula 2 bolide with a high 
power-to-weight ratio even by For- 
‘mula | standards. 

Those of us who are enthusiasts 
for the air-cooled engine will watch 
the progress of this project with the 
very greatest interest. The flat-four 
power unit has an enviable reputa- 
tion as a light aircraft motor, and so 
an engine of this type, designed ab 
initio as a high output racing job, 
with a normal speed around 6,500 
rp.m., has every chance of success, 
1am sure that many Formula 2 
contenders will wait keenly for the 
first production models that come 
out of the doors of the Butterworth 
Engineering Co. Ltd. 


Closed car, gentleman for the use of: Wilbert Todd's Humber Special with “The 
Greenhouse” erected. This brings back memories of Godfrey Imhof's famous 
Singer Le Mans of the mid-'thirties. 


Ww someone suggested to 
Wilbert Todd of Lisburn that 
he should build a trials special 
capable of placing the Victor 
Ferguson Trophy on his sideboard, 
the idea made a definite appeal to 
him. So, in February 1948, he took 
himself off to an auction of surplus 
ex-W.D. vehicles, where he bought 
a wrecked Humber staff car, com- 
plete with two spare engines and 
spare wheels, for £60. He then 
dumped it on’a lorry, drove it home 
to his Co, Antrim farm, and re- 
moved it by tying the Humber to 
a tree and driving the lorry away 
from underneath. Two weeks later 
he drove her in a trial and took the 
premier award! 


Few Modifications 

Considering how quickly it was 
done, the amount of work which 
Todd carried out on the Humber 
was considerable, yet it is surprising 
how few modifications were needed 
to turn it into, not only a first-class 
trials car, but one which has put up 
many a good show in speed events, 
and earns her daily bread towing a 
2-ton trailer about the farm. The 
chassis was shortened considerably 
to give a 7 ft. 6 ins. wheelbase, and 
the drop arm lengthened by 24 ins. 
—the turning circle is in the region 
of 27 ft. The Humber suspension 
was retained, together with its 4:1 
back end and Lockheed brakes, the 
wheels being 700 x 16 at the rear 
and 625 x 16 front. The 4,086 c.c. 
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Super Snipe engine had } in. re- 
moved from its alloy head, and a 
Solex army-type carburetter fitted, 
while an Oilcoil was found to be the 
only means of ignition which would 
give any performance at all. The 
standard clutch leads to the stan- 
dard Humber gearbox, which is 
unfortunately a slow, rather wide- 
ratio job, and the drive is taken to 
the back end by a prop-shaft which 
is now under 2 ft. in length, A 
Standard 10 radiator block and a 
water pump from an armoured car 
completed the water-cooling system, 
while an oil-cooler off a lorry wa: 
also fitted forward of the radiator. 
The body frame was made up in 
1}-in. angle iron, and the bulkhead 
and body in 22 gauge galvanized 
sheet, seats being provided by 
Citroen pads cut down to fit. 
Finishing touches were two spare 
wheels and a compressed-air cylin- 
der at the rear, while a Perspex roof 
(known to U.A.C. members as “The 
Greenhouse”) was made up, the 
weight of the complete vehicle being 
23 ewt. Also worthy of mention is 
the Todd Patent De-ditching Ap- 
Paratus, comprising a set of four 
welded-up sprags which fit at right- 
angles to one of the wheels and 
form a drum on which is wound a 
wire rope, the other end being 
attached to a tree, or even, in flat 
country, to a starting handle jammed 
into the eround. 

As I have mentioned earlier, the 
Humber won the first trial in which 
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WILBERT 
TODD'S 
HUMBER 
SPECIAL 


by 
F. Wilson McComb 


it was entered, and it continued to 
win them pretty frequently through- 
out the early months of 1948. 
Realising that he had a car with a 
maximum speed of over 90 m.p.h., 
and one which was eminently 
manoeuvrable, Todd entered for the 
U.AC.’s Knockagh hillclimb in 
September, and won the over 
1,500 c.c. sports class with a climb 
of 1 min. 18} secs. Returning to 
trials again in the winter, he won 
the Leinster M.C.’s Lincoln Cup, 
the Knock M.C.C. All-night Trial, 
and really settled down to mopping 
up all the U.A.C, events. Just for 
good measure he returned to speed 
events on Ards Airfield in August 
1949, winning three heats and gradu- 
ally bringing his lap time down to 
1 min. 30 secs., until he won the 
final heat at 54.49 mph. Two 
weeks later he climbed Craigantlet 
in 1 min. 33 secs, but was not 
placed, and in September took a full 
74 secs. off his previous Knockagh 
time, again without being placed. 


R.A.C. Championship 

In October the Humber was taken 
to Cheltenham for the R.A.C. 
Championship Trial, and Todd 
confesses to having little difficulty 
in winning the Northern Ireland 
Award, being the only N.L. entrant! 
The Victor Ferguson Memorial 
Trophy, with which he was presen- 
ted at the end of the season, was, 
however, richly deserved. Early 
this year he again won a few trials, 
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SCOTTISH M.G. SPRING TRIAL 


J. S. Mitchell (H.R.G.) and P.M. Goodall (Dellow) 
share the Premier Awards 


yas the type of event ia 
may have in view, Messrs. Ka‘ 

Herrald and Douglas Mickel of the 
Scottish Centre of the M.G. C.C. can 
always be depended upon to provide 
a new slant. This Spring trial of 
theirs which opened on Saturday, 
10th j, the more serious side 


forward and 
En the newcomer to attemy 

tle extra something”, and so be 
rewarded with some plus marks. 
That this new innovation proved 


popular and (what is more) practical, 
there can be no two doubts. 


special test. In this the most work- 
oie performance was put up by 
Peter Goodall, unfamiliar at first at 


son Special) foughi tussle 
with Bob Welsh (Ford V-8), but for 
neatness of execution, the combina- 
tion of Alex. Reid and his B.M.W.- 
engined Omega was unbeatable. 
came a couple of miles of 


main road motoring to the twin 
tions of Balderston, ‘where the diffi 
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can never be forgiven for failing 

ae 
on TDs and . 

and J. S. Mitchell (H.R.Gs) set a 

cracking while J. M. Morrison * 

(Q.T,) evidently knew where he was 

going. 

Woodcockdale, once a formidable 
section when “knobblies” were per- 
missible, proved no real st , Our 
notebook recording “fast ‘¢ 
for N. A. Kennedy (Stafonak), W. J. 
Lamb (Ford Ten Special), and A. 
Reid (Omega). 


At the finish at Falkirk provisional 
results were announced 


Grant for best performance: 
J. 8. Mitchell (H.R.G.). 
Miller Trophy for best performance 


‘opposite class: P. M. Goodall ‘Dellow), 


Team, Award:, Goodall, Mitchell and 
w.K. Ener ae 
S. Hendry 


oan 3 sii "etn (QT). 


Second A. Wallace 
(Ford) and Wok K. Sewn ROD. 


Ulster Hybrids—contd. 


cornering, 
which was beautifully consistent and 
very fast, and it is a pity that slight 


binding of new brake linings pre- 
vented a better showing. In the 
trials season he has again been 


doing well, his wins including the 
LM.R.C. versus U.A.C. Inter-Clubs 
Trial in October, and the U.A.C. 
Boxing Day event. Fresh in the 
memory is his good performance at 
Cheltenham in September, when he 
lost fewer marks than any of the 
other big-car competitors. 


Several Disadvantages 

Despite an awkward gearbox, a 
steering box requiring 3} turns lock 
to lock, and a wheeltrack far too 
wide for the average English trial, 
Todd will continue to use the 
Humber which has served him so 
well, while for speed events he is 
building a new special, probably 
with a very potent Riley engine 
which he has owned for some time. 
Having lost the “Victor Ferguson” to 
C. E. Robb last year, fireworks are 
likely to be seen when Wilbert takes 
to the mud in 1951. 


Burgess Best in “Full Moon” 


[Garnet the excellent course 
which the organizers had chosen 
it was unfortunate that only 14 
competitors toe pert in this year's 
Full Moon Ti held on 10th 
February. There were a handful of 
non-starters and it was a pity that 
Imhof was among them, for the 
general mud and leaf mould sections 
would have been right up his street. 
In spite of the small numbers it was 


with his Javelin-powered Special 
took the Premier Award on points 
and it was only the Class Awards 
which called on the use of the 
Special Test results. 

John’s Jinx took no toll, but the 
Burgess Special, Best's M.G., Cufl’s 
“Hells Hammers” and Bollom’s. 
Dellow were notable exceptions to 
the general run of failures on "Ole 
in the Wall. Oatlands and Broad- 
fields only caught out Marshall's 
18/80 M.G., but Brockley Slime and 
Timber Track thoroughly sorted out 
the whole entry in the early sub- 
sections, with H. E. Roberts 
(Robros) and Fitzwater getting 
highest up on the 1 in 2 slope of the 
latter, Gilbert Best taking chief 


honours on the former. A like tale 
was told on the tight turn of Hair- 
pin, while good and fast attempts 
were made at Grass Slope by the 
“Radford” with H. E, Roberts and 
R. S. Roberts’ Special also in the 
picture. 

The final hill, “Combe End”, was 
not among the stoppers, in fact 
Best took it at speed but Peter 
Scott’s H.R.G. was observed to 
descend with the near rear wheel 
going round inside its tyre, the secur- 
ity bolts having apparently become 
somewhat insecure. 

Special Test A, with its forward- 
back-forward-back gyrations pro- 
duced some close times but again 
H. E. Roberts was outstanding and 
pipped the lot. Best's passenger did 
some notable gear shifting and 
though Nicholl’s Ford Special had 
horrible rear axle judder it took 
second fastest time. He was also 
f= in the Test B acceleration 

op. 


Tenowan F . Madtord (Radford, 
Awards: H. E. Roberts 
(Rovtoss; © Bat (MG). 
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ibe June 1949 a small party of 
enthusiasts sailed from Dover to 
go motor racing. The objectives 
were the two classic long distance 
events—Les 24 Heures du Mans and 
Les 24 Heures de Spa. The cars 
were I}-litre H.R.G.s and the man 
responsible for organizing the ven- 
ture was Peter Clark, aided and 
abetted by Jack Scott. 

The objectives were achieved, as 
the team won the Ii-litre class at 
both events, and in addition gained 
the team prize at Spa. One notable 
feature of the affair was that the car 
which won at Le Mans was the same 
one that scored again at Spa. Sur- 
viving 48 hours at racing speeds with 
nothing more than a decoke and a 
brake re-line at half-time, is no mean 
feat for any car that can also be 
used at home to take Auntie shop- 
ping. At the time, these two wins 
appeared to pass almost unnoticed 
in the glare of publicity given to the 
bigger stuff, so it is possible that 
some reminiscences about the affair 
may be of interest to many who 
have thought around the idea of 
racing a standard product. 

I joined the team by “accident”. 
The accident had occurred to Robin 
Richards, who was unlucky enough 
to crash the first completed car dur- 
ing tests on an airfield circuit. The 
car was only superficially damaged, 
but poor Robin broke his leg, which 
put him out of the team. Very 
tough luck indeed. I was talked 
(how they had to bully me!) into 
taking the vacant place, my co- 
driver being Eric Thompson. The 
other two cars were to be piloted by 
Peter Clark and Mortimer Morris- 
Goodall; Jack Scott and Neville Gee. 

Peter, who is an incurable enthu- 
siast, had organized an H.R.G. team 
the year before for the Belgian race, 
and they had carried off the coveted 
team prize—the Coupe du Roi des 
Belges. The cars then had been 
the standard production two-seaters 
with the all-enveloping aerodynamic 
bodies, except the Brock-Wright 
car, which had Ray Brock’s own 
idea of a coupé foof. Incidentally, 
in 1948 the team had experimented 
with radio-control. I remember 
standing at the H.R.G. pit when 
Brock came in out of the rain from 


VICTORY (L. to R.); Eric Thompson 

and Jack Fairman after their \Welitre 

class win at Le Mans in 1949. Gentlemen 
‘on the right are “les plombeurs”. 
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his first practice. Someone asked 
him his Opinion of radio-control— 
he carried on for about five minutes 
without repeating himself. 

However, for 1949 the radio idea 
had been dropped, which saved a 
bit of weight. Instead of the sarco- 
phagus bodies we had orthodox two- 
seaters, built to Peter's ideas at 
Watford, under John Wyer’s super- 
vision. These bodies were very 
light indeed—almost too light, for 
they made the ratio of sprung to 
unsprung weight a little unusual, and 
the ride over bumpy sections was 
somewhat rough. 

For a project of this nature, for 
which the preparation starts months 
ahead, the matter of administration 
is quite something. Three cars and 
their equipment to organize, six 
drivers, mechanics, _ timekeepers, 
shipping, accommodation, currency 
—the detail work is terrific. It is 
bad enough for a works team, where 
the staff is paid and has to do as 
it is told. This was a private ven- 
ture with only a modicum of works 
assistance, yet Peter had the thing 
really well buttoned up. I cannot 
recullect one serious wrangle crop- 
ping up throughout the two events. 

To do the hard work we had the 
services of Len Haydon, assisted by 
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The Fascinating Tale from w 
Successes at Le | 


DOUBLE 


ver's Seat of H.R.G. 
ind =Spa. 


Dicky Protheroe and Jack Denny 
From Dover onwards we also had 
the assistance of two remarkably 
enthusiastic and hard-working sol- 
diers—Captains Wright and Blood, 
of the Royal Engineers. These two 
soon became known as Blood and 
Thunder, and sometimes Thud and 
Blunder, To make up the weight 
and do the timekeeping the company 
also included Ariel Clark, Marie 
(wizard timekeeper) Scott, Yvonne, 
Edwin Redford and his wife, and 
Maryon (my wife). At Le Mans, 
Peter's Belgian friend Pierre Gold- 
schmidt reported for duty as team 
manager, and various other friends 
popped ‘up at intervals. I never 
really got clued up on the complete 
party, but Maryon swears that at 
Le Mans on the Sunday she helped 
to prepare 30 lunches in the tent 
behind the pits! We were quite 
self-contained, carting food, drink 


LE MANS: (Above) 
The author in the \4- 


during the 1949 24 
Hours Race on the 
famous Sarthe circuit, 


SPA: (Left) Night 
scene during the 1949 
Belgian 24 Hours 
Race on the Spa 
Francorchamps cir 
cuit, The Scott-Pilette 
WRG. is at the pits 
having fuel put every 
where but in the tank 


and cooking apparatus with us in a 
half-ton Morris van belonging to 
Jack Scott's firm, and tools, tyres 
and spares in the ‘Clark-Scott three- 
toner. 

I had very little to do with the 
actual preparation, and in fact did 
not see the cars in completed form 
until Maryon and I presented our- 
selves at the jumping-off point—the 
White Cliffs Hotel, Dover. The cars 
looked very nice parked in the street 
outside the hotel, painted in pale 
green, surrounded by a throng of 
small boys making the usual remarks 


such as “Cor, the speedo only goes 
up to 60", and “Wottleitreelydo- 
mister”? 


We caught the night boat, 
Protheroe being in charge of the 
administration, Peter and Ariel hav- 
gone on as advance party. On 
disembarking at Dunkirk at dawn, 
I did first spell in the Thompson car, 


as I had never even sat in one of 
these devices before, and was 
anxious to see how it went. For 
some miles I was petrified, as. the 
hard ride, crab track and “quick” 
steering were quite unlike anything 
I'd ever handled. When we stopped 
for a breather after an hour's rattling 
over poor roads, Eric came over to 
ask me what I thought of the car, 
and I'm afraid I held forth for some 
minutes about its ancestry. How- 
ever, I was informed they always 
produced that reaction on people the 
first time, and that I'd get used to 
it. This was true, and by the time we 
reached Le Mans I had developed 
quite a respect for its cornering 
capabilities. Even by deliberately 
using blacksmithing methods, it was 
difficult to induce a really bad slide. 
During the racing both at Le Mans 
and Spa, the cars were as fast on 
corners as anything else on the road, 
and I had many amusing moments 
chasing the big boys round the 
twiddly bits. 

After one or two routine stops 
for refreshment, during which Mort 
lived up to his reputation of being 
unable to stir many yards without 
falling over something, we arrived 
at Le Mans, where Peter and Ariel 
were awaiting us at the Café du 
Theatre. Several lemonades were 
consumed while we sat outside the 
café in order to celebrate our safe 


arrival. Maryon and I were domi 
ciled on the premises, while the 
others were distributed around 
several nearby places. The only 


minor mutiny of the whole trip oc- 
curred at this point—the womenfolk 
took a dim view of the provincial 
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A Summer Double—continued 


French ideas on sanitation. How- 
ever, they soon reconciled themselves 
to making the best of it. The whole 
party gathered at the café for meals, 
which was pleasant. The Clarks 
had stayed here before the war. The 
Proprietor hadn't changed, and was 
determined to do his best for the 
mad English. 


Morris-Goodall Takes Them Round 

Mort, being an old hand at Le 
Mans, was detailed to take the new 
boys round the circuit next morning 
in Peter’s Vanguard for 20 laps, 
pointing out the snags. We did one 
lap, with Mort saying things like, 


“CO 


“This is where old so-and-so came 
unstuck in '37”, and “That's the tree 
that Buggins hit in "38", or “If you 
take this corner as fast as it looks 
as though you should be able to, 
you'll go through the hedge into 
those potatoes over there”. Fortu- 
nately, before we got too depressed, 
Mort decided to let us tour round 
on our own, while he sat in the sun 
outside the Café de I'Hippodrome 
and reminisced over a glass of beer 
(or two). 

Practice was at night on Wednes- 
day, Thursday and Friday, but we 
skipped the last one. First time out, 
the cars all seemed far too slow and 
overgeared—we just couldn't get the 


IME IN": Protheroe signalling No. 35 at Le Mans. 
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revs in top. Two of them developed 
gasket trouble and various bits fell 
off, as usual, Peter thought he had 
broken the frame on his car. One 
or two modifications also had to be 
made to satisfy the scrutineers— 
evidently they object to being able 
to see the road through the floor- 
boards—so with one thing and an- 
other we had plenty to keep us busy. 
Anyone visiting our garage during 
the Thursday would never have 
thought it possible for the cars to 
get to the line on Saturday. There 
were bits of H.R.G. everywhere, 
with the entire crew hammering, 
cursing, pinching their fingers, and 
losing spanners they had put down 


The H.RG. has 
pulled into the left of the road to pass another car which has not appeared 
in the picture. 


only a few seconds before. Peter 
and Mort, having pretty well 
stripped their car right down, found 
the frame wasn’t broken after all. 
Len Haydon worked like a black: 
having been intimately concerned 
with the actual building of the cars, 
his services were constantly required 
on all three. 

During the first practice, when one 
car (No. 35) seemed incapable of 
pulling the skin off the proverbial 
tice pudding, Protheroe thought up 
new theories of his own about car- 
buration and ignition timing, and 
spent a lot of time experimenting. 
Whenever poor Dicky turned his 
back, Haydon would whip off the 
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bonnet and shove things back to 
standard, so no world shaking 
results came from Dicky’s tuning 
efforts. Actually, the worst thing 
wrong with the car was that it was 
the newest and stiffest of the three, 
and needed running-in. As the race 
wore on it got better, and by the 
end of the 48th hour at Spa I felt 
that the engine had just about settled 
down nicely. I'm told that the present 
owner gets more knots out of it now 
than we ever did. 

Le Mans has an atmosphere quite 
unlike anywhere else on earth. Even 
touring round the “Circuit Perma- 
nent de Ia Sarthe” during the day, 
with six people squashed in the Van- 
guard, one felt very conscious of the 
importance of the affair. This wasn't 
my first effort at 24-hour racing—I 
had been to Spa the year before with 
poor Stallebrass and his Aston 
Martin—but I felt very much aware 
of the stirring deeds that had been 
done here in days gone by, and of 
the necessity of living up to the 
tradition set by the Bentley Boys. 


Practice Thoughts 


Apart from the troubles men- 
tioned earlier, practice produced 
nothing of note. The cars gave 
us a bit of a bashing along the 
stretch from Amage to the Esses 
(it hadn't been widened and de- 
bumped in 1949) and it looked as 
if four spells of three hours were 
going to be more than a little 
fatiguing. The line of pits was 
very long, of course, and although 
I had pinpointed ours during our 
daytime unofficial tour it looked 
very different in the dark when 
approaching at about 85, I did 
about three laps before I spotted it, 
but once a landmark had been fixed 
it became fairly easy. 

The morning of the race was bril- 
liant, and even by 9 am. it was 
obviously going to be very hot 
indeed. We all went/to the course 
in the morning, long before the 
official time, and lunched behind the 
pits. Things were organized in 
typical Clark style. A large table 
had been set up, fairly groaning with 
the right things, and we put away a 
repast that would have been a credit 
to the Savoy—thanks to Ariel and 
Maryon, and the other wives who 
did the work. 

The spectacle in front of the pits 
was remarkable—literally hundreds 
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of flags fluttering in the sunshine, 
people chattering excitedly around 
the shining cars that were beginning 
to arrive before their pits, flowers in 
profusion in front of the stands, and 
bands playing whenever they could 
be heard above the loudspeakers, 
which continually repeated the “24- 
hour Samba”, All “poles apart” 
from anything ever seen at home. 
The pits and stands are astounding— 
permanent concrete affairs designed 
and built in the grand manner, with 
all mod. cons. When you see all 
this display, and appreciate that it's 
not taking ‘place in some park or 
other but on the side of an ordinary 
public highway, which will be closed 
for 24 hours with no complaints 
from the locals, and you realize that 
such things can never happen in 
England, it’s enough to make you 
weep. 


‘Sweat in the Sun 
Our gallant mechanics, under 
Pierre: Goldschmidt’s guidance. 


sweated away in the sun, coping 
with the final checks of vital points, 
draining tanks and refilling with the 
standard juice, etc. By 3 p.m. all 
was ready, and we were free to stroll 
around, drink in the marvellous at- 
mosphere, and admire the many 
gownless straps which the young 
women had produced for the fine 
weather. It had been decided that 
Peter Clark, Jack Scott, and Eric 
Thompson were to be “Les Premiers 
Pilotes”. This pleased me in a way, 
as it meant I would not have to 
cope with that fearful sprint across 
the road and hurl myself into the 
car. (I overshot badly and hit the 
fence doing this at Spa in 1948.) On 
the other hand, I was morosely cer- 
tain that our car would never last 
for three hours, and that I wouldn't 
get a drive at all. 

zero hour—4 p.m.—ap- 
proached, the tension could almost 
be felt. With about five minutes to 
go the drivers were stationed across 
the road opposite their cars, and all 
other bodies were chased off the 
course. At zero minus one you 
could cut chunks out of the silence 
with a knife. Then the noise of 
pattering and slithering feet, a few 
loud grunts from drivers who 
jumped in too rapidly, a grinding of 
starters, and all hell seemed to be 
Tet loose as the cars roared away 
with screeching tyres. At this 
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moment my conviction that I would 
never get my drive seemed well 
founded, as Eric could not start his 
engine! Almost everything else had 
disappeared, and there he was still 
pushing some knobs, pulling others, 
waggling the gear lever and kicking 
the clutch, all without result. (At 
Le Mans, of course, you must always 
start on the button—you cannot get 
out and push or use the handle.) I 
think the trouble was merely a 
matter of hot weather and rich mix- 
ture, and after about 20 seconds or 
so the engine fired and poor Eric 
was away, having just lived the 
longest half minute of his life. 


‘Thompson Treads On It 


We had planned to take it fairly 
easily in the early stages of the race, 
as we couldn't begin to hold our 


stronger rivals like the Citréen 
based D.Bs in any case. I was 
afraid the shock to Eric’s system 


when the device wouldn't motor at 
the crucial moment would make him 
forget this and overdo it trying to 
catch up, which would finally put 
the lid on my chances of having a 
go. To my horror, when the cars 
came screaming by about six 
minutes later—Eric shot past in 
what seemed to be about the middle 
of the pack, right on the tails of the 
other two H.R.G.s. How on earth 
he made up the lost ground is 
beyond me. However, within two 
or three laps he had settled down 
beautifully, looking as though he 
had been doing the job all his life. 

The initial shock over, the second 
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drivers were able to breathe again, 
seek refreshment, and relax. But 
gloom soon descended. After about 
50 minutes I returned to the pit just 
in time to see Peter slide to a stand- 
still in a cloud of steam, and bawl 
to an astonished pit staff that his 
unprintable radiator had unprintably 
burst. The real trouble was that the 
pipe leading into the header tank 
had pulled away—a minor fault but 
a major tragedy. The repair was 
simple, but there was no way of re- 
filling with water, since one can only 
break the various seals at Le Mans 
once every 25 laps (it may be 20— 
T’ve forgotten the exact figure). Peter 
had about seven more laps to cover 
before the rad cap could be re- 
moved. He went off again slowly, 
hoping to plod round until water 
could be taken on, but the engine 
seized solid near Mulsanne and 
Peter hiked to the pits. Mort, being 
a dyed-in-the-wool Le Mans fanatic, 
would not let it rest at that, and he 
plodded back to the car carrying 
several bottles of water stuffed in 
his overalls, which made him look 
like a cross between Mae West and 
Mr. Michelin. After he had re- 
covered from walking in the intense 
heat, he actually got the car moving 
again, but not for long. This was 
very rough luck on Mort, as it meant 
he didn’t get a drive at all, and all 
Peter got for his months of hard 
work was about 50 minutes motor- 
ing. Elimination through a well and 
truly burst engine would have been 
less irritating. 


(continued overleaf) 


DEPOT: The H.R.G. pit at Le Mans after No. 35 had crossed the line. The 
figures in black denote the total number of laps completed. 


preventive measures at the change- 
over of drivers, When Eric Thomp- 
son came in at 7 p.m. I was told to 
climb in and go straight off, then 


this illogical plan which 
cannot be revealed for security 
An tn sni 


lags flying and all the pink faces 
looking out. For about three laps 
T came by in a bunch of cars, which 
kept me pretty busy looking where 
I was going, and I could not even 
locate the pit, let alone see any 
signals. This is an odd thing, whi 
I found happened to some other 
drivers as well. However, as the 


hours roll by it gets ively 
ee Cee » and after 
a time you ple in 


‘can recognize peo 
the pit ear easily, and almost lip- 
read their comments as you flash 
past. 


Cooling Mods 
Anyway, I managed to spot the 
signal when it did appear, and the 
modifications to the cooling system 
and the refuelling were done in a 
very few minutes, and off I went 
again to complete my spell of three 
hours. I soon settled down to a 
steady routine and was able to main- 
tain the scheduled lap speed while 
driving relaxed—which means as 
relaxed as one can be when driving 
one of these cars, the ride not being 
exactly an armchair one. Every- 
seemed to be functioning per- 
fect. although T monins something 
to happen every lap, ly wit 
the fenesder Of Pore car standing 


forlornly at Mulsanne. 

By this time the field of 49 was 
Pretty well strung out round the nine- 
mile circuit, and it was surprising 
how one could sometimes cover a 
complete lap without seeing another 
car. Under these conditions, the 
regular routine and uninterrupted 
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noise can have quite a soporific 
effect, and it's easy to start day 
dreaming, on the lines of “Well, this 
is a great day, this is really Le Mans, 
and it’s really me helping to wave 
the Union Jack, I never thought I 


afterwards you are careful to keep 
‘a wary eye on the mirror. 


At the Going Down of the Sun 


As the sun went down it seemed 
ee ee eee 
couple of laps I wasn’t at all happy 
at trying to maintain my speed along 
the Arnage-White House stretch. It’s 
amazing how one can overlook the 
simplest things under these condi- 
tions, but I had quite forgotten that 
eee oe eae ee a 
Put on tinted goggles to cope 
the glare of the sun. So it was 
hardly surprising that the light 
seemed so 


With foes arora of darkness it 
was amusing to see the camp fires 
beginning to light up round the 
course, as those who were making a 
night of it brewed up whatever it is 
that Frenchmen use for refreshment 
under these conditions. I wonder 
whether a 24-hour event in England 
would induce large sections of the 
public to stay up all night? 


Flock of Simcas 


I never did get around to getting 
the hang of which car was which in 
the race. The I-litre Gordini- 
Simcas hadn't started, but this still 
left a large flock of smaller Simcas 
of all shapes and sizes, to say noth- 
ing of things like Monopoles, Aero- 
Minors, D.B.s, etc., some of which 
eerste than penta their 
smaller capacity. ly recog. 
nizable car was the George Phillips 
M.G., with which I had quite a 
Private dice once—we went the 
whole length of the straight prac- 
tically neck and neck. Phillips 
suffered rotten luck later, the car 
being eliminated through ‘a simple 


ignition fault during Curly Dryden's 
As soon as the trouble was 


remedied the car ran as well as ever, 
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but one of the multifarious Le Mans 
infringed and 


to worry about being caught out on 
small point through misinter- 


‘went quite well, we no 
ghastly mistakes, and Eric 
in and was off. I was led away for 
food and drink, feeling life 


is a horrible hour to wake up, any- 
way, and soi. ave a 
-hour it to drive 
is a bit Eric 


happy. I was cold, and it was pain- 
fully obvious that my earlier spell of 

it ow had sorted out lots 
of m in neck, back and Soper 


which I didn't Know existod before 
For about three laps it felt as though 
I was riding in a springless and 

shod cart, but luckily the aches wore 


noises in my car, and to 

wonky steering, tipping clutch, 
noisy axle and failing brakes all at 
the same time. Shortly after I saw 
No. 34 back at the pits, where it 
stayed for a time while they sweated 
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away changing a gasket. It got away 
again, only to retire later with some 
remote trouble—I forget now ish 
it was. So now everything de} 
on Eric and me and the rathtl 
No. 35. 
Dawn 
Po ie 15 a.m., oe the sky was 
ly getting lighter, 1 felt fora 
while that I might as well stop at a 
café somewhere and chuck this silly 
business up, as the car was obviously 
going to break in half or fold up in 
some way, and nobody seemed to 
care! I appeared to get no signals 
: all, ao several times, as emi 
could see various types ting 
and drinking in our pit quite 
oblivious of my existence. In fact, 
Pierre forgot to give me one signal 
‘only, while No. 34 was being worked 
on. But when you are rushing 
round in the dark, rather cold and 
wishing it was all over, you can 
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easily get a fit of the blues, and one 
small thing like a missed signal can 
magnify itself out of all proportion. 

At about 4.10 a.m., just as I was 
thinking of stopping to inquire 
whether I was expected to go on for 
ever, the “come in” signal suddenly 
appeared, at which I was so pleased 
that I quite forgot to deliver the rude 
speech to the management that I had 
so carefully rehearsed for the last 
few laps. 


Cheering Prospects 

Of went Eric, refreshment was 
produced for me, and I was sur- 
prised to learn that we were lying 
about 15th in the race, and had a 
chance of doing quite well on 
formula. Realization that we had 
reached and passed the half-way 
mark in one piece was very cheering. 
Around 6 a.m. the sun was begin 
ning to remove the chill from the air, 
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and our faithful wives and girl 
friends (don’t misunderstand me) 
produced an excellent breakfast. 
About 7 am., Eric came in, re- 
fuelled, and before I went off warned 
me that the brakes were not quite 
all they had been. Having felt the 
cold during my night spell, I kept on 
a pullover and jacket under my 
overalls. But by 9 a.m, the sun was 
really tropical, and I was too hot for 
comfort. On the straight I tried 
Teaning over the side so the wind 
would blow down my neck, but 
when I hit a bump and nearly | = 
out of the car I abandoned the id 

of trying to keep cool. 


suspicions as to the authenticity of the 
Mie"Sevice SVEZDA 50 ext ty luced ey 
your 9th February issue, go rather 
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failed to cope with the movement of the chequered This 

n be produced by “panning” the seers, bes ln 

case the sharpness and back- 

ground rule out that explanation. 1 would be most interested 
to know George Failing views oa the pats. 

1 feel that this photograph, as 40 frequently. happens with 

propaganda of all types, Monde to wont Yisieon close 


Inspection. 
Grorce Grios. 


that the photograph was not issued 
for pr pu being taken by a news 
On closer examination, it may well be that the car is being 
started by the gentleman with the chequered flag—Ep. 
‘TC versus TD 
WOULD like to reply to “Alpine Widow" concerning a few 
points in our inl jon, and to. thank her for 
her very kind remarks! ith 


tant question of the formula. ry this, timed. climbs 

ve. no, bearing whatever, upon the final results of the tral, 
provided that the driver is not penalized the 
Seed smaxizson tine eet Gown’ for Gt, chan ‘cups 


offered, though an inducement to 
important item to be considered. lustrate; in my own 
case in 1949, the Stelvio was, as mentioned, done minus front 
shock absorbers. I went as fast as possible, if somewhat down 
on maximum. For the Col du Var the bagi of al 
strategy reared its head. This was the jot the a, 
the TC was then leading the class and it ite 

push, the engine faisty 
hard in the earlier stages to make up time Jr lost site the shock 


ly Nore 


jore oF less 
Siotor'to these “ap to all competitors, some of the results 

are apt to be a little misleading to the outsider. 
I must here point out to “Alpine Widow” that, in her 
| article she stated that these climbs were run to a 
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Correspondence—conid. 
swe know, M.Ga—sed MGs! My own car 
rman se t_model, by the MG. 
omeeng, although not to ull Mark’ 2 engine tuning specifi- 


On her theory that relative penalization cine a be taken 


as evidence of a ‘or not so good, . Perhay 
ir. I have some comments to makef "in the 
TG St eo were dae to the breaking of a 

part, 1am to agree that in the matter of special 


ly own summing up is that there is no evi to show 
that the TDs are faster than the TCs in the Alps. 1950 was, 
without doubt, i 


Hope for the Seekers 

Remon noe Cape habe Ont this week. I hi ot 
8 Monte ave 

almost literally) a ‘much perused copy from my 


that libraries all over the country iam 
conics andthe position is thus mich more hopeful than 


war $23, Ene™ neliher food nor seep till this enthralling book 
Kenwetn Storr. 


(almost 
local public library. 
P chances a6 


SMETHWICK, STAFFS. 


‘Chain Drive Again 


[fr & mere mechanic may be allowed to join the fray, I think 
hings have been taken for 
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power is being transmitted ar an angle to the radius rod, i.e. 
where the tecth mesh, be 


the sprocket ‘is transmitting ‘power in the direction of the 
driving sprocket, all the other rollers that are in contact with 
teeth transmit power at an angle, i.e, at right angles to the 
radius drawn at each point of contact. The resultant of sll 


Hormwarre, Norrs. 
. . . 


Magnetic Crack Detection 


sision covering 
moe inspection. = 


adequately magn 
tion of the “inl 


T. A. HEATON, 


MANCHESTER. 


‘The Overhead Camshaft M.G.s—A Bouquet 


T Mave. as yet, seen no mark of appreciation from your 


the military attack and civil feb that follows a single article 
ee eet T must for 49 ong lke msl, with 

m for to one like myself, with an 
M.G- to rebuild and n9 ngnechanicl th seca alone 


heats eee 
al oes ing most useful. Even more 
‘of the mechanical shortcomings of the Slot 
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previously owned my vehicle. I can only assume that 
Sonny this cbasncter perccally 

His statement that the rocker gear might be incorrectly 
assembled must have referred to the complete reversal of the 


More power to your elbow, Mr. Smith, may you and 
AuTosromr carry on With unabated vigour, 


Somni Dy, Wateurs 
N. Wemurey, Mippx. 


—And a Mild Brickbat 


MX. [refer you to Mr, Philip H. Smith's article in the 2nd 
February issue of Avtosront, in which he deals with the 
in. 


practical to check 
the bee in, dimension across the flat and ue with refer- 
the pin and hole diameters, the upper limits give size 
wed ‘aise which I feel was not intended. 
Perer H. Scrase. 
ExwLp, Minox. 


Revive Racing at Crystal Palace? 


J necermy had opportunity to examine the now igo 
ial Palace circuit and was much im 


used it as a suy  dopdt curing the war, bat since then {t hag 

been resurfi with tar and granite hie ‘The track 

is in perfect contin: no being visible at all. ie 

‘old buildings, which have recently been further 

fire, are ‘being, attended to Agel! yoy ah 
The a eet football matches in the 


‘inter, and solely as a park in the summer. They belong 

- to the Crystal Palace authorities, but are 

‘soon to be taken over by the L.C.C, and 
[ean see no reason why motor-racing 
could not be revived there. Parts of the 

unds are in most st oa ted _con- 

ition at the moment, but should id racing 
be resumed, profits 

farking feck ight be owed to tay Up 
the overgrown parts, 


The track is 30 feet wide for the most 
part, 35 feet along the starting straight, 
andthe lap distance is two miles, with 
many sharp corners. p record is 
held by Raymond Mays at just over 60 
sa ona Pitre ERA. 


parks are marked out for the 
foatbail matches, andthe” cos 
putting on a race’ meeting would not be & 
reat, as only a few bushes 


Sit Pack a edliton > nore 
Preparations. 
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appear to 
500 ers racing, Tad bake sliatod gm 


should be attracted, icularly during this ‘Festival year. 
Should we not press foe authorities concerned to revive the 
Gryoal Palace ding creat? 

A. G. Cooper. 


Stowe. 


‘Zine Oxide in Lubrication 


D® 2. & epissuny refers to earlier correspondence under this 
heading and also comments on metallic zinc ts laid 
down on surfaces Tubrica 
That such deposits do exist can readily be proved by micro- 
scopic and chemical analysis. Nevertheless it is not to these 
deposits that zinc oxide owes its unique lubricating qualities. 
The special properties of zinc oxide are:—1, It has a stabiliz- 
ing influence on oil and slows down the rate of deterioration. 
itis an excellent "dry iubricant™ and under shock or exceanive 
loading when the lubricating oil film is so disrupted that 
‘metal to metal contact takes place it will maintain sa 


Ibrication, condition. 3, It is an anti-fluxing agent and wil 
it microscopic high spots on bearit 
Exces which they penetrate theo Him make metalic 


contact with similar an low journal surfaces. 
such welding snd the emul Een apart which is a frulitl 


4, It acis as an anti-corrosion agent and 
Protec delicate bearing surfaces (ball and Toller 
example) from the action of water, damp air, 
elc., etc. 


So far as the automobile is concerned, zinc oxide lubricants 
vill give longer life to gearbox and rear axle paris By 


run in gear tooth surfaces 1 te 
oer quieter running. Thess ot eae a oxi pene 
on king pins, ball joints, etc., reduces rate 


steering gear 
and these eater fi the effects 
and these parts are given Protection from fects 


‘That zine oxide oils are es gels wis widely by! to fe baw vet iat duty 
‘buses 


rear axles of trolley 
Sbiliy ‘to provide Paperioe lubrication io that obtained f 
Senet oe 

J. S. JACKSON. 
Lonpon, W.14, 
Oversize Tyres on T-type MGs 


(Ce any reader give me his experience of the use of 6.00 in. x 
16 in. wheels and tyres on the rear axle of a T-type M.G.? 


Lam of the opinion that they would give a softer ride, increase 
Tae hese Seman eocaaring potenclitiog mat Senlrons we 
jon. 


C1. Fann. 
BROADWATER FARM, WEST MALLING, Kent. 
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News from the Clubs 


CROWDED HOURS 


Ta EA R.A.C, National Competition 
Calendar for the year is not yet 


Mmteresting reading, and show the 

state of the sport, listing 

as they do some 500 separate events 

which will be run during 1951 under 

R.A.C. permit. No wonder it’s a job 
getting the dates organized. 

‘The most obvious development is 


the extraordinary popularity of 
rallies, which t like mushrooms 
all over the . and add up to 


over 90 out of the total indicated. 
Thus, about one event in every five 
during the coming year will be a 
rally. Trials, in spite of the alleg- 
edly stifling ‘influence of Specials, 
are still by far the most popular 
events, and over 250 of them are 
scheduled to take place during the 
year, which by arithmetic 
makes five every week-end. Speed 
whether a 
sprints or so-called speed “trials”. 
* cnr place i. pubic populaiy 
a popularity 
to rallies. If we ‘Emtode the couple 
of dozen listed hill climbs, we have 
an imposing array of gatherings for 
the devotees of pure speed. For 
those who cannot aspire to such 
heights, there will be something like 
30 affairs based on Driving 

If all goes well, the year should be 
an exciting one, and AUTOSPORT's 
reporters are going to be Very Busy 
Men. 


THE JEANS GOLD CUP TRIAL 


Qe and Entry Forms for 

M.C.’s Jeans Gold 
Cup Trial, which takes place on 
4th March, are now available 


Road, Liverpool, 16. ‘Last year, the 
Trial regained much of its former 
reputation, and every effort is being 
made to live up to this in 1951. 
Fresh ground is being exploited in 

the Lancashire area, which is well- 
known to George Bramwell, Clerk 
of the Course. The start will be at 


the Bayley Arms Hotel, Hurst 
Green, near Longridge, at 10 a.m. on 
4th March, and the course will be 
about 60 miles in length, The in- 
vited Clubs are Lancashire AC, 
Sheffield and Hallamshire M.C. 
MG. Car Club, Wirral 100 M.C., 
Lancashire and Cheshire CC. 
Yorkshire Sporting CC, and the 
Midlands Motoring Enthusiasts’ 
Club. 


. . . 


THE VETERAN CAR CLUB 
Annual General Meeting 


oh sve Veteran Car Club of Great 
Britain, Ltd., held their A.G.M. 
at the South Kensington Hotel on 
Saturday, 10th February, After an 
excellent buffet lunch, the formal 
part of the proceedings took place. 
A record attendance of members, 
some of whom had actually brought 
out their old cars for the occasion, 
certainly proved how popular the 
V.C.C. ‘has become in the 21 years 
of its life. There was a vast amount 
of business to be transacted, but the 


expeditiously, thanks to 
of the chairman, Commander Philip 
Shaw, and the President, Mr. G. 
James Allday. 

Unfortunately, Mrs. Shuttleworth 
was unable to be present, and so 
the formal keene of the 
Shuttleworth Trophy to the club was 
performed by Lord Charnwood. 
Another new trophy, kindly given 
by S. S. Kaye, was also added to the 
club's collection, which must be by 
far the finest and most valuable 
owned by any motoring club in the 
country. The presentation of the 
1950 awards was made by Mrs. 
Allday, and a silver salver was given 
to Mr. and Mrs. Hutton-Stott for 
their very great services to the club. 

Tea was followed by a film show. 


and as this was organized by 
“Antone” Curtis, it is ie nestles to 
remark that it was excellent. 


PATHFINDERS AND 
DERBY MOTOR CLUB 
T= Club is running a Closed In- 

vitation Rally on Saturday and 
Sunday, 14th and 15th April, pro- 
ably with a late start on the Friday 
evening from alternative points in 
the Midlands and finishing at Scar- 
borough. On the Sunday morning 
the usual eliminating tests and 
Concours d'Elegance will take place. 
The road section will be a matter 


Invited clubs 
are Sunbac, M.M.E.C., N.M.M.C., 
Derbyshire County C.C., Leicester: 
shire C.C,, Nottingham Sports C.C. 
and Sheffield and Hallamshire M.C. 
The organizing Club has been pre- 
sented with a handsome silver trophy 
which will be the premier award for 
the event. Regulations and further 
are available from J. A. 

yland, of 15 Eastwood Dive 
Littleover, Derby, who is Hon. Sec. 
of the Club’s Car Section. 


WESTMORLAND M.C. 
HILL CLIMB 


hee! best possible news for speed 
enthusiasts in the North and 
North-West, is contained in a note 
from this Club, outlining arrange- 
ments for their Closed Invitation 
Speed Hill Climb on 28th April, for 
sports and racing cars. The hill to 
be used is six-tenths of a mile long. 
and has an overall gradient of 1 in 
9, surfaced with good Tarmac. The 
hill rises sharply from the start to a 
90 degree right-hand bend, and then, 
after a short straight, goes into a 
gradual left-hander. This leads to 
an excellent quarter mile straight, 
ending with a steep right-hand hair- 
pin, 40 yards before the finish, Rest 
and be Thankful fashion. Beyond 
this, there is adequate pulling up 
space. Entry Forms and Regula- 
tions will be available in due course 
from T. W. Hodgson, The Laurels, 
Spital Park. Kendal. 


RHYL 300-MILE RALLY 
Rosen (Triumph) Winner 


A, 9 p.m. last Sunday, 30 cars set 


forth from Messrs. Braid’s Gar- 
age, Colwyn Bay, to compete for 
the’ Braid Trophy in a 300-mile 
Rally (at 25 m.p.h.) organized by 
the Rhyl and District M.C. 

The route was through (and over) 
the Snowdonian Range, going as far 
as Barmouth and Nevin and finish- 
ing at Tal-y-Bont near Conway. 
This was the first Rally the Rhyl and 
District M.C. have organized and it 
was voted a success by all. Its ap- 
peal can be judged from the fact 
that the “House Full” notice had to 
be hung out on Wednesday. 

For the first 60 miles or so the 
going was not easy by reason of a 
fine layer of snow that in places 
covered thin ice. This included the 
“Colonial Section”, a rough, narrow 
5-mile stretch put in to liven things 
up a bit. It did. The snow- 
covered ice caused some stoppages, 
but such was the spirit of this rally 
that whole crews turned out, braved 
a biting wind and Ient a helping 
hand to the unfortunate. A few 
miles farther on competitors ran 
clear of snow and the only problem 
was time and distance. Slide rules 
and computors ran hot. The moon 
came out at times as if to keep an 
eye on things, and at least one team 
stopped and’ snatched a precious 


BOG-BUSTING. 
the M.GCC. 


minute to admire the mountains 
bathed in its cold light. All but six 
teams signed in at the finish. It was 
thought that one of these had 
pranged badly, but news came 
through during an ideal breakfast at 
the Ybedol Inn, Tal-y-Bont, that 
this was not so and the car was 
homeward bound under its own 
power. After breakfast, a simple “in 
and out the pylons” timed test was 
held, and so ended a grand “night” 
at 10.30 am. The provisional 
results were announced at 11 a.m. as 
follows :— 


RESULTS 

Braid Trophy: D. B. Rosen (2-litre 
Triumph). 

Brookes Parry Tankard: W. N. Owen 
(i-litre Riley). 

Special Test: Best time, E. R 
Wetherall (Morris “8") 118 secs. 

No marks lost in Rally: D. B, Rosen 
(Triumph), W. N. Owen (Riley), J. E. 
Lea (Standard Vanguard), D. Brooks 
(Hillman), A. Poppleton (Standard Van- 
guard), I.’ Campbell-Blair (Austin A40), 
I. Watkins (Rover 12). 


. * . 


TALLY HO! 

cae NT toots on the Presidential 

hunting horn provided suitable 
Punctuation during the Leicester- 
shire Car Club’s Annual Dance at 
the Bell Hotel, Leicester, on the 14th 
February. About 270 members and 
friends sat down to an outstandingly 
good menu, which lived well up to 


(Left) J. S. 
Scottish Centre’s Spring Trial, negotiating a 
hogey section on Candie 


Mitchell (H.R.G.), winner of 


(Above) W. J. Alexander (Ausfod), 
‘on the same section. 


its own heading—“Sit down and 
welcome to our table”.  After- 
wards, the Lord Mayor of the city, 
in proposing the good health of t 
Club, was full of good cracks, and 
revealed that he had learned to ride 
a motor-cycle during the war. His 
experiences in struggling through 
mud led him to appreciate one of 
the advantages of a car—you don’t 
have to pick it up afterwards. 


. . . 


M.G. CAR CLUB (S.E. 
CENTRE) WINTER TRIALS 
PARTY 


IGHTY memby and _ friends 

attended White's Hotel, Lan- 
caster Gate, on 17th February, for 
the M.G. C.C.’s (S.E. Centre) Winter 
Trials Party. On arrival, signing- 
on sheets were autographed and old 
acquaintances chatted over the past 
year’s events. At 8 p.m. following 
a “signed” route, members found 
themselves in the dining room which 
was festively decorated, headgear of 
varied nature being provided for all; 
awards and trophies for the past 
year were on view. After a very 
good dinner, order was called and 
Tony Rumfitt, in a short but amus- 
ing speech, proposed the Toast of 
the S.E. Centre. 

After the various awards were 
presented, a new trophy was handed 
to the Club by Mr. Figg on behalf 


(continued overleaf) 
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of Mr, J. Duckham—The Duckham 
Memorial Trophy, which is to be 
presented annually for the Best Per- 
formance by an MG, Novice 
in the Chilterns Trial. This was 
won by B. A. M. Gilbert. 

Special presentations were made 
to John Thornley, who has recently 
resigned from the General Secretary- 
ship of the Club, and Mary Harris, 
who, due to illness, has had to 
resign from the Centre Secretary- 
ship. Mr. i 
Silver Cigarette Box and Mary 
Harris a Beauty Box. 


YORKS B.A.R.C. FILMS 


B= B.A.R.C. (Yorkshire Centre) 
will hold a show of motoring 
films on Thursday, the Ist March, 
1951, in the ballroom of the Park- 
way Hotel, Otley Road, Leeds. The 
programme will include the Haber- 
shon film “Motor Sport, 1950”, the 
Shell film of the Grand Prix 


d'Europe at Silverstone, and “Log 


1950”, which covers the 
, the Rest and Be 
ill Climb, and_ the 
B.R.D.C. Production Car Race. 
There is also a full sporting pro- 
gramme including such 
as the Ikley Grand ‘National, por- 
traying “Strife and Damnation on 
Denton Moor”. 


DUDDON VALLEY TRIAL 


ME North We Centre of the 

M.G. Car Club's newly arranged 
series of monthly “Noggins and 
Natters” are proving very popular, 
and each successive occasion seems 
to be better attended than the last. 
The latest example took place on 
Ist February at the Five Ways 
Hotel, Hazelgrove, a popular rendez- 
vous of local motoring bodies. 

Apart from the general flow of 
cheery chatter, the opportunity was 
taken of putting members in the 
picture over the Duddon Valley 
Trial which will be held on 11th 
March This will be a Standard 
Production Car event in the old 
tradition, and will include such ob- 
served sections as Littledale, the 
Kirkstone Pass, Wrynose and Hard 
Knott. Entries are limited to mem- 
bers and associate members of the 
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Coming Attractions 
ai February. Sestriéres Rally, 


mah ‘February. West of England MC. 
‘Spring Trial, $. Devon. 
Cheltenham’ MC: Cotswold Trial, 
5. Cotswolds. Start 2 p.m. Bellevue 
Hotel Garage, Cheltenham. 
N. Ireland M.C. Trial, Londonderry. 
Scottish S.C.C. Half-day Trial, File 
and Kinross. Start 2.31 p.m. Kin- 
cardine Bridge. 

25th February. Buenos Aires G.P.1I, 
Argentina (Formule Libre). 
Burtrask Circuit, Sweden. (S00 c.c. 


cars), 
North London Enth. C.C. Jacobean 
Trophy Trial, Hertford-Ware. 
Cemian M.C. Kent Cup Trial. 
Start 2 pm. Spring Tavern, Wrot- 
ham. 
Coventry and Warwicks M.C. 
Spring Trial, Coventry. 
Leicestershire C.C. Browett Trophy 
Trial, Leics. Start 12 noon. Brow- 
ett’s Garage, Dover Street. 
Welsh Counties C.C. Trial. 
Nottingham — S.C.C. _ Pilkington 
Trophy Trial, Der 7 

p.m. Plaisance Yacht Club Car 
Park, Wilford Road, W. Bridgford. 
Plymouth MC. Trial, Devon. 
Severn Valley MLC. Trial, Wrekin. 

sport A.C. Trial, Gosport. 

North” Midiond “ALC.” Kitching 
Trophy Trial, Derbyshire. Start 
11 am. Eagle Hotel, Buxton. 
MOC. Opening Run, Common- 
wood “House Country Club, mr. 
Sarratt, Herts. 2 pam. onwards. 


Club. The Trial starts from the Bay 
Horse Hotel, north of Garstang on 
A.6, and finishes at Heaves Hotel, 
Kendal. Regulations and entry 
forms are available from Ken 
Fleuriot, 128 Firegate, Preston. 


LAGONDA NIGHT RALLY 
‘Third Annual Event in March 


Tit Lagonda Car Club willbe 
holding their Annual Invitation 
Night Navigation Rally on 17th/18th 
March next. The event is primarily 
a test of map reading and driving, 
sheet 159 of the 1 in. Ordnance 
Survey Map, new popular edition, 
being an essential requirement. In- 


vited clubs are Bentley Drivers, 
Riley, Lancia, Aston Martin, 
V.S.C.C,, M.G. and Hants and 


Berks, and the start is at the King’s 
Arms, Stokenchurch, between High 
Wycombe and Oxford, the first man 
leaving at 8.30 p.m. The course is 
divided into two sections by a 
secret check and finishes up after a 
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final driving test at that familiar 
venue, the Lambert Arms, Aston 
Rowant, first arrivals being expected 
at around 4 a.m. This event is of 
decidedly sporting nature, and 
“rough clothing and a sense of 
humour are advised”. 
* * * 


LEICS C.C. RUN 
Tue seatch for “Shy | Nurse 

Merry”, announced as the title of 
the run organized by Messrs. O. F. 
Williams and W. R. Yates, of the 
Leicestershire Club, proved to re- 
uire a knowledge of nursery 
thymes—a fact realized by those 
who had troubled to solve the 
anagram in the title, 

Some 16 cars appeared at the 
start in spite of a blinding snow- 
storm, which seemed to upset the 
marshals more than the competitors. 
A route through East Leicestershire 
brought competitors finally to the 
“Old Mill” at Cossington. Prize- 
winners were H. H. Mayes, G. 
Waddington and P. Simmonds. 

. . . 


SOUTH ESSEX 
NIGHT NAVIGATION TRIAL 
Tis eet “Owl Hoot" Night 

Navigation Trial run by the South 
Essex M.C. was a huge success and 
in spite of an  inky-black night, 
driving winds, rain and floods, some 
60 members and friends with their 
cars took part. The course took 
competitors through a tortuous road 
circuit as far north as the Crouch 
and as far east as Shoeburyness. 
The fierce weather conditions made 
it difficult to maintain correct 
average touring speeds and map 
reading, but in spite of these hazards 
there were only two retirements. 
Members gathered afterwards for a 
midnight supper and departed event- 
ually for their homes in the early 
hours of the morning over roads 
which had become ice-bound. The 
best performance was put up by 
Euin Steele in his Humber Hawk 
and he now holds the Ives Cup for 
1951. 

The Club has now completed its 
first year of life and at the annual 
dinner last week an encouraging 
programme was forecast for 1951. 
A branch of the B.R.M.A. has been 
formed and it is hoped to stimulate 
interest in the district to support this 

Continued on page 252 


Goull find 

she’s quite 
roomy for 
a little un 


She's a sturdy sports car, this Midget...and now the * of te TD sris 
body is wider and the se 


ing is roomier and more 


Notice those new luxury fittings, too, the radio cunningly built into 


the glove box (that’s an optional extra), the re-desigy 


mounted in good looking leathereloth, the increased lu; e grand sporting record 


And the bodywork is a delight ...no wonder the T.D. 
Hollywood favourite. 


THE PLUS FEATURES @® MIDGET: - - - F 
Be nals ohecnany a hiias cave: comics ieee cpa 


London Showrooms : University Motors Lrd., Stratton House, 80 Piccadilly, W.t 
Oversear Business: Nuffield Exports Lid., Oxford and 4r Piccadilly, London, W.1 
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venture. Publication of the Club 
magazine Full-Bore is to be main- 
tained and it is hoped that more 
photographs will be received from 
members this year. 

Hon. Secretary of the Club is Eric 
Pearson, 13 Orsett Road, Grays, 
Essex. 


* * * 


BOLTON-LE-MOORS DRIVING 
TESTS 


Ti, Bolton Rally Driving Tests 
will be staged by the Bolton-Le- 
Moors C.C. on Sunday, 18th March, 
at Rivington, near Bolton, starting 
at 11 am. The following clubs are 
invited:—Lancashire _ Automobile 
Club, Lancashire and Cheshire Car 
Club, Yorkshire Sports Car Club, 
MG, Car Club (N.W. Section). 
The conception of the event 
shows great enterprise. Of the tests 
arranged, some will be as nearly as 
possible similar to the tests in inter- 
national and other rallies run during 
the past two years. Others will be 
new but of the type likely to be 
encountered on rallies. © AUTO- 
sport's lips are at the moment 
Baldwinized regarding one feature 
likely to cause delight as well as dis- 
may. All will be run over ground 
that can in no way damage the 
lowest of lowhung sports cars. 
Altogether, this Bolton event should 
a first class canter for 
ambitious rallyists, whether expert 
or novice, That arch-enthusiast 
George Smith has laid it on. Regu- 
lations are available from G. W. 
Altham, 20 Rydal Road, Heaton, 
Bolton, who is Secretary of the 
Meeting. On the evening prior to 
this (17th March) there will be a 
Hot Pot and Social Gathering at the 
Conservative Club, Turton, at which 
Ian Appleyard and Jack Reece will 
be guests. 
. . . 
M.G. CAR CLUB (N.E. CENTRE) 
WEEK-END PARTY 
N Saturday, 17th March, the 
‘North-Eastern Centre of the 
MG. Club will gather at Monk Fry- 
ston Hall for its popular week-end 
The evening will be taken 
up in dining, dancing and jollity, 
and a gymkhana is being laid on at 
the aerodrome at Sherburn-in-Elmet 
for the following day, starting at 
1.30 p.m. This party was so popu- 
lar last year that members have 
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been talking about it ever since, and 
bookings are likely to be heavy. 
Evening dress will be worn during 
the appropriate hours. The Hon. 


Sec. is H. D, Pounder, Wakefield 
Garages Ltd, Market Street, 
Wakefield. 

. . . 


TMPORTANT IRISH 
SPORTING TRIAL 
Ox 3rd March, the Leinster M.C. 
will hold their Lincoln and 
Nolan Cup Trial in County Wick- 
The cross-country course 
over approximately 35 miles is in 
the Killough, Laragh and Glencree 
area, and the start, at 2.30 p.m., is 
from Killough, Rocky Valley. In- 
corporated in the trial is the team 
contest in which teams of four to 
six drivers may compete against the 
Leinster M.C. team for the Leinster 
Challenge Plaque and replica. 

No saloons may take part. En- 
tries (members and non-members) 
must reach the Comp. Secretary, at 
27 South William Street, Dublin, 
before Wednesday, 28th February. 


NORTH MIDLAND ANNUAL 
DINNER 


Tus Noth Midland | M.C’s 
Annual Prize Presentation and 
Dinner/Dance will be held at the 
Rising Sun Hotel, Bamford, Derby- 
shire, on 9th March, at 7 p.m. until 
1 am. Jimmy Hart, Master of 
Ceremonies, will welcome all mem- 
bers and ‘friends. Tickets (15s. 
each) are strictly limited so early 
application is desirable and should 
be made to:—T. C. Harrison, 53- 
61, London Road, Sheffield, 2. 

Will award winners please make 
a note of this date and make every 
endeavour to attend? 

. . . 


NORTH STAFFS M.C.— 
A.G.M. AND RALLY 


ATi Annual General Meeting 
held on the Sth February, the 
Club’s first months were reviewed, 
and everybody agreed that a really 
good start had been made. The 
Officers for 1951 are as follows: — 
Chairman: L. J. R. Taylor; Hon. 
Treasurer: T. Day: Hon. Secretary : 
J. H, Greenwood; Committee: A. P. 
Hitchings, A. P. Wright, K. H. 
Downing, A. R. J. Pepper, T. N. B. 
Leadnetter, E. Shenton. 

The entry for the Club's Burn- 
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ham-on-Sea Rally on 3rd/4th March 
was over-subscribed four days be- 
fore the closing date, and on the 
programme will figure such names 
as Nigel Mann, C. Heath, John Bun- 
combe, John James, David Porter, 
John Miller, David Munroe and 
Peter Collins, with some very ex- 
citing motor cars. The Reece's 
Ford Anglia, which won its class in 
the Tulip Rally, and did so well in 
the Monte Carlo, will be driven by 
Francis Penn, as Peter Reece will be 
busy getting married that week-end. 

Secretary of the Meeting, Alfred 
Hitchings, has found the authorities 
at Burnham-on-Sea full of enthusi- 
astic co-operation. There are five 
starting points for this Rally, namely 
Newcastle (Staffs), | Shrewsbury, 
Uttoxeter, Bristol and Warwick. 
The first Crews will leave at approxi- 
mately 8 o'clock on Saturday morn- 
ing the 3rd, from those towns. 
Odometer readings will be taken at 
the start and finish, and although a 
tolerance of 5 per cent. will be 
allowed, short cuts involving devia- 
tion from the given routes will entail 
exclusion from the results. One 
rally at least springs to mind in 
which such a ruling might have had 
a shattering effect! The full road 
section will have to be covered at 30 
m.p.h. with a tolerance of only five 
minutes. One of the main features 
will be a timed climb of Prescott 
Hill, which will have to be made 
with a given allowance for each 
class. This time will be well (say the 
regulations), but not easily, within 
the capabilities of each car. It is 
hoped that the last car will reach 
Burnham-on-Sea by 5 o'clock on the 
Saturday afternoon. Driving tests 
will take place between 9.30 and 
11.30 on Sunday morning on the 
Esplanade. 

* * . 


A.C.0.C.’s SECOND BIRTHDAY 
Te A.C. Owners’ Club is now 
two years old and its second year 
of existence is notable for a 70 per 
cent. rise in membership; the total 
now has reached the 160 mark. The 
Annual Dinner, which took place at 
the Casino Hotel, Hampton Court 
on 7th February, saw a last minute 
tush for tickets and many, unfortu- 
nately, had to be refused. Future 
events include the Night Navigation 
Trial on 10/11th March and the 
A.G.M. on 28th March. 
More Club News on page 256. 


WORTH KNOWING! 


Our Spares Service to 
AUSTIN 7 OWNERS 


Immediate Despatch of all 


NEW 
SPARES FOR SEVENS 


Send for Free Lists from: 


JAMES FAIRLEY & SONS LTD. 


JOHN STREET, SHEFFIELD 
Phone: 22876 


H. LESTER (CARs) LTD. 


SERVICE. SPARES, REPAIRS, for all makes of car 


MG. Car Specialists, overhauls and repairs, Formula ill cars 
tuned and prepared. Due to our specialist knowledge your standord 
IMG. would be greaily improved after an overhaul by us 


BATH ROAD : THATCHAM : BERKS 
Teli: Thatcham 3129 


JENNINGS & JANE LTD. 
Cash Trade Suppliers 


Large rapidly changing stock of Motor-Cars 
‘on hand and everything at the right price. 
Small profits taken for quick sale 


lewill pay dealers and trade buyers to note this address — 


124 HOLLAND PARK AVENUE, W.II. 


"Phones: PARK 6301 and 568? 


£62 ae 


MARLEY 
CONCRETE GARAGES 


% Easy Owner Erection Permanent, yet portable 
%* No maintenance Costs * Fireproof 


Offer all the advantages of the traditional 
brick garage at less than half the price. 


(Delivery free within 75 miles of Guildford.) 
Write for ilustroted brochure. 
SURREY CONCRETE LIMITED 


PEASMARSH « GUILDFORD 
Telephone : GUILDFORD 62607 


F. & E. STONEHAM 


New Bridge Street, E.C.4. 


BOOKSELLERS TO THE MOTORIST 
Just @ small selection of our Automobile Technical Books. 


BUILDINGS CEN. 
TREET, £.C.4 1057 


WE Guarantee 
IMPROVED BRAKING EFFICIENCY 


DRUMS 
IN STOCK 


* Exchange Service * 
Re-lined Brake Drums, Ltd. 


76 High Street, Stoke Newington, | reas, | 
London, N.16. "Phone: CLissold 0071/5. AUTOSPORT 


ELITE 
MOTORS 


(rooms) 


LTD 


EST. QUARTER CENTURY 


Sond 
1935 BSA. 9 b.p. Scout Spore 
by last owner, including grinding of crankshaft and sleeving of 
Splinder lock enuine not pee run dy excelleat (es, hood and 
Slde" screen 
1998 M.G."TA. Sports 2aeater, black cellulose with, green leather 
cat’ hav_an exceptionally faulvlew. chassis and fas 
theon recenly ited with ‘x new hood and reconditioned side 


sercent 
1946 (ek) "Standard 4 d-seater tourer; speedomerer reading 21,000: 
rey. wh blue leather Interior, in shor 
duhout? cholce ‘of (wo. 
seiecion of 0 good used cars im sock 


S.W.17 


TOOTING, 


RAYBERN CARS LIMITED 


(Us We T, RAYMES and BERNARD RODGERS) 


Sports and Racing Car Specialists 


Specialists in repairs, modifications and tuning of cars for 
competition purposes. 


CARS FOR SALE 


Fat 10 HP, Towns, $01 model, good tyr. Batery w.. patact 
hrveether eecigment, © foal" Wintoge Eothonanh= tar O90. 


A mama of goed wed spots ears wraable. Lat us hnow your requirements 


ALTON ROAD, RICHMOND, SURREY 


Teh Richmond 0469 


Performance Cars 
THE SPORTS CAR PEOPLE 


HAMPSTEAD IIII (2 lines) 


1928 Bentley. 4}-sre tourer ors 
eas, Bendy 3/4. Sseater short chasis as 
1930 Bentley Speed 5 


ass 
These Months! Written Guarantee. Never less than Thirty Cars’ n Stock 


21 DALEHAM MEWS, BELSIZE LANE 
LONDON, N.W.3 (Finchley Rd. orBaleizePk-Underpraund Stating) 


LAGONDA 4} Litre, Pillarless Saloon. Recent 
overhaul, new radiator block. Telecontrols, Ki- 
1934/S. “Immaculate condition, extremely smart and 
fast. 200 0 0 

BENTLEY Red Label, 3 Litre 1926, fitted 1930 engine. 
Original and unmodified V.D.P. Touring body in 
Green. New hood and sidescreen. 3 owners only. 
Genuine 85 m.p.b. Taxed March. 2250 0 0 


SINGER Le Mans, 2-seater, 1935/36 model. Resprayed, 
fechromed throughout, new hood, two new tyres. 
Immaculate appearance, 100% mechanical cot 


SPRINGBOK MOTORS 


141, 143 Green Lanes, Palmers Green, London, N.13 
BOWes Park $740 


Carrosseries {ox 
the Connoisseur! 


BEVERLEY MOTORS 


(N. H. MANN, Proprietor) 
Alric House 
ew Malden 


Alric Avenue 
Phone Malden 4403 


B. iC G. MOTORS—Sports Car Specialists 


Riley 9 Gamecock sports 2enter, Grey and red. Taxed. Just 
fecellulosed.” Excellent hood snd. sereens.” Lovely mechancally 
Specially hited knock-on wheel, ete 

£160 Wolseley ‘Moret 12 hip. Special sports seater. Twin catbe., 
4apecds, knock-on wheels.” Inmaculate and goes Hk Ube 
Soeren 

140 ‘Aivis 12.50 Beetlo-Back sports 2eater. Taxed. A really sound 
Sistage car with tyres as Sew 

130 Wolseley Special sports Sacater.  Fited with Ford 10 engine 
and seartox Terrie “perforinance. Come along. and. be 
Frgmencd to death.” Tyres as ew. Good bood and bauery 
Spore car performance wiih world wide spares “and scrvict 


Pease 
Black. Really sood. 


Many others. Terms. Exchanges. Inuurances eBected. 


2-4 Early Mews, Arlington Road, Camden Town, N.W.1 
GULtiver 3378 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS—continued 


MISCELLANEOUS: 


BIRKETT MOTORS 
LTD. 
for FINE CARS 


1936 S.8.1. 20 hip. Drophead Coupé 
‘A really super ‘car 


1948 Mortis 8, +door Saloon 
AMT Ford Prefect 

1939 Trtumph Dolemite 

1938 Rover Fourteen 

1949 Hilimas Minx, Phase 111 
1999 Wolseley Fourteen 

1938 M.G. If-itre Drophead Count 


1999 Jaguar 3}-titre— Drophead 
‘Coure : 


& EEREEEES 


11121 Barking Road, Bast Ham. 


News from the Clubs—continued. 


M.MLE.C, SILVERSTONE 
MEETING 


Invitation basis, and will cater for 
‘sports, racing and closed cars. The 
races will be over short distances, 
and will include a five lap event for 
cars between 500 and 750 c.c., under 
the 750 Motor Club formula, There 
will also be 500 c.c. races, and handi- 
cap events as in previous years. The 
M.M.E.C. Trophy will be ee 
for the Best Time of the Day, and 
there will be — awards bes Vin- 
tage cars in the sports and racing 
classes. 


. . . 


LAGONDA C.C. A.G.M. 


rxtx Lagonda Car Clubmen 
turned up for the AGM. in 
London on 7th February, the Chair- 
man, Bob Freeman Wright, express- 
ing the hope that this small 
attendance implied confidence rather 
than apathy. “The Committee, was 
re-elected with the addition of Mr. 
Dennis King, new editor of the 
Club organ, The Lagonda. Mr. 
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Club would co-operate closely with 
the 2-litre Register in 1951, the 
Club staging praia someone RAC. 
permit and egister_ running 
two rallies, one at Hindhead on 
21st April and another in the North, 
at Buxton, on 16th June. 


. . . 


CLUB FIXTURES 


BRD.C—Sug Film Show, 23rd 
February. 
Mid-Cheshire C.C.—Club Night, 
23rd February, White Barn Hotel, 
Cuddington. 


Lancia M.C.—Film Show, 24th 


February. Abbey Hotel, N. Cir- 
cular Road, N.W.10. 8 p.m. 
Midland M.E.C. — Route-finding 
competition, 25th February, start, 
The Talbot, Hartlebury. 2:30 p.m. 
Leics. M.C.—“Noggin and Natter”. 
2a Eebtaty, At ‘Airman’s Rest. 
pm. 


Univ, A.C—Annual 
Dinner, 3rd March, University 
Arms, Cambridge. 


and Hallamshire M.C— 
Signpost Hunt, 24th February, 
start, Devonshire Arms Hotel, 
Baslow. 6.30 pm. 

Sporting Owner Drivers’ Club.— 
Film Show (Shell “Royal” Silver- 
stone) and talk by W/Cdr, Frank 
Aikens, 23rd February, Chequers 
Hotel, Whipsnade, 7.30 p.m. 

3-Wheeler Club (Midland 
Group).—Film Show, 24th Feb- 
ruary, Barley Mow, Droitwich, 
Worcs., 8 p.m. 

3- Biba etta (S.E. 

)— May comy 
Group) ap Navies ipeti- 


Bentley 
“Noggin and Natter”, 24th Febru- 
ary, The Pharnix, Hartley Wintney. 
Hants. 


A.C. Owners’ Club—Meeting and 
Film Show, 28th February, “The 
Royal George,” Bristol Gardens, 
Maida Vale, W.9, 7.30 p.m. 

B.A.R.C. (Yorks Centre) 

‘Show, Ist March, Parkway Hotel, 
Otley Road, Leeds. 


SERVICES 
SUPPLIES 


=——= & SPARES 


M.G. & FIAT SPARES SPECIALISTS 


Manufacturers of 

SILVERTOP _Alumi CYLINDER HEADS, CHROMIUM 

Tubular LUGGAGE GRIDS, AERO and FOLD-PLAT SCREENS, 
BUCKET SEATS, WINGS and all body building requisites, 


159 LONDON RD., KINGSTON-ON-THAMES 


SOLELY M.G. CARS - - - SALES & SERVICE 


TOULMIN MOTORS 


© Reconditioned engines for all models from stock. rs forall 
Spot of MS avaible "a! Dymamon, srers and Mt ec so 


The Roundabout, Hanworth, Feltham, Middx. 


RADIATORS - FUEL TANKS & Oil COOLERS 
have been used successfully for many years 
CONsuLT US ON ALL PROBLEMS 


GALLAY LTD.. 


Scrubs Lane, Willesden, London, N.W.10 
Associated with DELANEY GALLAY Ltd, 
\ADbroke 3644 


WANTED for spot cash 
CARS of ALL TYPES 


Hours of Business 
WEEKDAYS 
SATURDAYS. 

9 sil 7 


HAMPSTEAD HIGH ST., LONDON, N.W.3 
(HAMPSTEAD TUBE) HAMPSTEAD 6041 (0 fines) 


P. A. ATKINSON 


KING’S HEATH PARK GARAGE 
for Competition Tuning 


ALL CLASSES OF SPORTS CARS OVERHAULED 
CARS PREPARED FOR RALLIES, TRIALS AND 
SPRINTS 
3, Avenue Road, King’s Heath, Birmingham 
Tel.: Highbury 1268 


MERCURY MOTORS 


BYRon 2057 
ALWAYS HAVE a varied selection 
of MORGAN THREE - WHEELERS 
and Sports Cars 

HP. Terms on all Cars :: Exchanges with pleasure 


383 Northolt Road M 
SOUTH HARROW 


MAYFAIR GARAGES LTD. 
“PIAT 500s, 
ia the come. 
Monty comokityrrpndiond ue si arated 
tao 1100 a 1000) 


a and copy of Autocar Movor Road Text Report. ale 
“mbliet and various Plat wimmings” td 
ctestoriey pot feadily available cleewhere 


MAYFAIR GARAGES LTD. 
Fiat repairs by skied mechanics 


Balderton Street (opp. Setfrdges clock) Maytale, W.1. 
MA viaie 3104/5, 


ror Drape X REPLACEMENTS and 
WINDSCREEN ASSEMBLIES 


D. W. — «iPD, 


NEASDEN LANE, N.W.10 | CULMORE ROAD, 5.8.15 
‘GLADSTONE NEW CROSS 3856 


SAVOY PARADE, el TANCRED ST., TAUNTON 
ENFIELD 3) TAUNTON 2993 


NOW ! a FOLDING Caravan 


A full-size, four-berth caravan which, in fifteen minutes, folds 

foto little mre than’ four foot cube and weighs, all up, lets San 

Impomibie> Ask for the FOLDA-WAY leafler and see for youre 

sell how ingenious  FOLDA-WAY. CARAVANS. solve the. space 

lem. «saad the storane problem, pa ‘ars even sal 

RTs ipl: | Sand the price? Par fess than, you’ would expect. 
‘Wirte for that lealet to-day.» » NOW. 


FOLDA-WAY Caravans 


TRAILCAR Engineering Co. Lid., Factory Centre, 
Birmingham, 30 - - - - Kings Norton 3118 


ISL 


Yd Whnt & oLong Vise he 


RACING BEGINS NEXT MONTH 


AND TOPICAL INFORMATION ON 
ALL SPORTING EVENTS 
READ 


BRITAIN’S MOTOR SPORTING WEEKLY 


Published by AUTOSPORT, 32 Great Windmill Street, Landon, W1. and printed bs 
‘Keliher, Hudson & Kearns. Lid Wathelds. Stamford Street. London, SFI 


